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made to reach sagreement between the Com-
monwealth and the States for powera to be re-
ferred to the Commonwealth, under paragraph
XXXVII of Section 51 of the Commonwealth
Constitution, for post-war reconstruction prob-
lems. Further, that if, after the holding of
the fortheoming conventmn, amendments to the
Constitution are considered necessary, they be
limited to specific additional legislaiive powers
required for post-war reconstruction proposals
for a limited period of vears only,’’ inserted
in lieu.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East):
I have no objection to the amendment,
but I give notice of my intention to
move a further amendment, Before mov-
ing it, I wish to take this opportunity
of congratulating the Chief Secretary on
the cxeellent and well-considered statement
he has submitted to the House.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. THOMSON: If ever a serious
indictment was made against the Common-
wealth (overnment, it has been delivered
by that hon. gentleman today. I suggest
that the Government would be wise to have
the ‘‘Hansard’®’ report of the Chief Seere-
tary’s speech printed in pamphlet form, so
that the people of Western Australia shall
have first-hand knowledge of the work the
(overnment has done and its apparent lack
of suceess,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Tt should also be
sent to Queensland and South Australia.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. I can truth-
fully say that I have never listened with
greater attention to any speech in this
Chamber than I did to the speech of the
Chief Secretary. We certainly want unani-
mity if it iz possible to achieve it. The
motion which I submit{ed was identiecal in
terms with that moved by the Lender of the
Opposition, to which an amendment moved
by the Leader of the National Party was
defeated only on the casting vote of the
Speanker. One member who was unfortun-
ately detained reached the Chamber door
just when it was closed, otherwise the
motion would have heen passed.

T do not propose to discuss the matter
further nmow, as I shall later submit an
amendment in terms of that moved by Mr.
MecDonald which, as I vreviously seid, was
lost in another place. The Chief Seeretary’s
siatement must ecarrv considerable weight
with the people of Western Australia; but
as he rightly pointed out, altbough we mey
vote against the Commonwealth’s proposal
by an overwhelming majority, we may find

[ASSEMBLY.]

ourselves in such a position as may make
us feel sorry for ourselves. At least there
is one word in my motion upon which we
are unanimous, and it is the word *‘That.’’
What we shall subsequently agree upon is
something that I hope will receive due con-
sideration by members. The matter is one
of vital importance to the State and I am
glad aetion is heing taken. It is time we
began to edueate the public of Western
Australia regarding the danger that Dr.
ivatt's proposal has for the State.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at -L19 pom.

Legislative Assembly.

Wednesday, 18th November, 1912,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.., and read prayvers.

PAPER—STATE CIVIL REQUIRE-
MENTS.
Dinisterial Statement.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS [218]: 1
desire to place some papers on the Table of
the House, hut before presenting them I wish
to make a statement. The papers are those
that take the form of a report which I pro-
mised memhers two weeks ago today I
wounld furnish to the House. They deal
with many matters that must he treated
as extremely confidential. I consulfed the
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Censor in connhection with the possibilities
of the inguiry, which, it was suggested,
would take the form of a Select Committee
as moved by the member for West Perth.
The Censor made it very elear that if the
veport that I informed him I intended to
furnish to the House was to be tabled, it
was to be placed there with the express
understanding that its contents were not to
be made available to the Press nor was any
reference to the eontents of the report to
be put over the air. I am informed that
the Censor is issuing instructions to the
Press that no extracts must be made from
the report for publication purposes.

It will be remembered that during the
diseussion on the motion for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee, I expressed the
view that the first step towards an inquiry
of that nature would be to have the Hounse
furnished with a copy of the report show-
ing what was known regarding the subject.
The report has heen very carefully pre-
pared, and as well as submitting it to the
House T intend to have copies distributed
among members 5o that they can not only
inform themselves regarding the various
matters dealt with, hut will be able to allay
the publie mind on matiers that may have
cnused some misgivings. It will be found in
the report that there has been an avoid-
anee of any mention of the disposition of
shipping and other such information, hut
members will he able to read into it what
has happened and what iz being done. The
report is to be interpreted in regard to ar-
ticles for ecivil consmnption as referring
not only to foedstufis but to requirements
generally. That embraces many commodities
which have an interest to those residing in
many pavts of the State. T move—

That the paper do lie npon the Table of the
House.

Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS (4).
FRUIT INDUSTRY.,
As to Apple and Pear Acouition
Seneme,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, Does he realise that the pre-
sent Apple and Pear Acquisition Seheme
has resulted in grave injustice to many
growers, dissatisfaction to the retail trade
and consumers, and serious hindrance to the
war effort through waste of manpower, ma-
terial, transport and money and, if so, will
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he take steps to assist in an endeavour to
bring an alternative scheme into operation?
2, Has his attention been directed to the
alternative scheme of apple and pear ac-
quisition as urged by the Wantirna-Ver-
mont {Vietoria) hranch of the Fruitgrowers
and Primary Producers’ Defence League of
Australia and is he prepared to give sup-
port to it? 3, Is he aware that the sug-
gested alternative scheme provides for a
subsidy of 2s. per case on the yearly aver-
age of the last three vears to be payable
to Westarn Anstralian and Tasmanian or-
chardists, the growers to be then permitted
to carry out {heir marketing as to them-
selves and their organisations may seem
hest, and that the general belief is that the
four other States are agrecable and able to
lnok after themselves?

The MINTISTER replied: 1, Official
epinions differ from the statement made in
this qunestion as asked. The aenquisition
s~heme has heen responsible for keeping in
produetion the majovity of the orechards in
this State. The W.A. Fruitgrowers’ As-
sociation  at its last annual  eonference
wirgenfly pressed for the continuanee of the
present scheme, consequently an alternative
scheme iz not eonsidered necessary. 2,
Angwered by 1. 3, A snbsidy of 25 per ease
would amount to approximately £150,000
which is greatly in exeess of this State’s
share in the general loss on acquisition to
the Commonwealth Government. Personal
marketing probably would henefit growers
of early maturing fruit in nearby distriets
hut all ather growers would bhe at an ex-
treme compotitive disadvantage through
facing henvy transport costs.

POTATO INDUSTRY.
(A) A= tn License Fees.

Mr. WITHERS asked the Minister for
Agriculinre: How much money has the De-
partment of Agriculture collected in license
fees from potato growers, and what propor-
tion is to he refunded to the association to
carry on its organisation?

The MINISTER replied: £1,020 to No-
vember 11, The Potato Advisory Committee
administering the trust fand is considering
means whereby organisations representing
growers may be established in all districts.

(B) As to Prices, Storage, ete.
Mr. WITHERS asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, What is the usual price for
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the erop of potatoes harvested at this time
of the year—(a) for export; (b) for loeal
consumption? 2, What is the quantity
necessary for local consumption to be stored
from this erop? 3, What are this year’s
quantities and prices for local consnmption
and for export? 4, In view of the difficul-
ties of export, what steps have been taken
to prevent a priee collapse?

The MINISTER replied: 1, During No-
vember and December, when a surplus
exists, the export parity price determines
the tocal price. Prices have ranged from
£3 15s. per ton in 1937 to a mazimum of
£9 3s. in 1940 at this season. FPrices are
f.o.r. Perth, grower receiving approxi-
mately 133, less than above. 2, Normally
storage is necessary. Owing to shipping
diffieulties, arrangements are being made to
store surplus so as to prevent a eollapse in
the loeal price. 3, Export (estimated) 4,000
tons, price £13 f.o.b. Fremantle; loeal 4,500
tong, price £13 f.o.r. Perth. 4, Every con-
sideration is being given to this matter and
includes cold storage arrangements.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY.

As to Debt Adjustment Committee’s
Operations.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands: 1, Is the committee
appointed as the outcome of the report hy
the Royal Commissioner, Mr. Fyfe, on the
disabilities of woolgrowers, still operating?
2, If it is, does the Minister propoese to take
an opportunity this session to inform the
House regarding its activities?

The MINISTER replied: 1 and 2, I pre-
sume the hon. member refers to the Debi
Adjustment Committee recommended for ap-
pointment by the Royal Commissioner in his
report on the pastoral industry?

Mr. Marshall; That is eorreet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The com-
mittee was appointed as the outeome of the
recommendations of the Royal Commissioner
and is funetioning, and is likely to continue
functioning as claims for adjustment are
presented for consideration. If the hon.
member desires, T shall be prepared at a
later stage to report on the general pro-
gress that has been made.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Lean, £310,000.
Introduced by the Premier.
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2, Road Distriets Act Amendment (No.
2).
Inireduced by the Minister for Works.
3, Constitution Acts Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
4, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Labour.

MOTION—ALUNITE DEPOSITS,

As to Mr. J. Chandler’s Services,

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [2.20): 1
move—

That in the opinion of this House the ar-

rangements of the Government for the work-
ing of the L.ake Campion deposits should in-
clude a reasonable financial recognition of the
serviees to the State of Mr. J. Chandler, the
discoverer of the deposits.
There is before the House, if I may men-
tion it, certain legislation introduced by the
Government relating to the working of the
Lake Campion deposits; but the form in
which the legislation appears is such that
it would not he possible for me or any
other memher by any method to make pro-
vision for including in the measure any re-
cognition of the man who was, in fact, the
diseoverer of these valnable deposits, There-
fore I am taking this course in ovder to raise
*he matter and to allow members of this
Chamber an opportunity to express, for the
guidance of the Government, an opinion as
to whether or not they think there should
he some recognition of the kind I have sug-
gested.  In the memorandam eireulated in
the House by the Minister for Industriat
Development it is stated that the unusual
character of the mineral content of the
Lake Campion lake bed was first discovered
by AMe. J. Chawdlev, and that in 1922 he
submitted to  the Government Analyst
samples which proved on examination to be
alunite. There is no question, therefore, that
this valuable deposit was first diseovered
by Mr. Chandler, who was, 1 believe, & far-
mer in the distriet in which Lake Campion
is sitnated,

Following the discovery, Mr. Chandler
was granted & reward area of some 47 acres
at Laka Campion, of which area he is still
the holder. Now, when Mr. Chandler had
the enterprise to realise that there was some-
thing unusual, and perhaps of great value,
in the deposits in the bed of Lake Cam-
pion, he got to work and took samples of
ore and forwarded them to Perth to be ex-
amined by the Government Analyst, Dr.
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Simpson. A number of deposits were se-
cured by Mr. Chandler from time to time,
and sent to Perth for examination; and it
was then proved that the deposits cov-
ered an aren of something over 400 acres,
and therefore of very great magnitnde. In
putting these facts before the House I am
stating what has been conveyed to me,
through Mr. Chandler, by certain people
who are his supporters. I am not in a posi-
tion to affirm of my own knowledge that the
statements in question are correct; but I he-
lieve them to be entirely correct, and they
have, T am informed, to a large extent been
taken from the records of the Department
of Mines.

There was considerable difficulty, in those
early days of 1924-25, in prospecting the
deposits in the Lake Campion lake bed;
and Mr. Chandler has spent a great amount
of time, running into some months and ex-
tending over some years, in procuring de-
posits from the lake bed and forwarding
them to Perth for the purpose of examina-
tion by those able to make chemical analyses
of the contents. In the early days Mr.
Chandler worked on the lake bed with a
pick, and went al] over the surface, which
was sometimes very hard, so that he was
only able to get down to a depth of a few
inches. However, he continned and ulti-
mately be covered the whole area, taking
samples going down to a depth of from 18
inches to 2 ft. As I say, he ultimately cov-
ered the whole of the 400 acres in order to
prove the extent of the deposits and in order
to show that the chemical contents were con-
sistent in quality, and that therefore, so far
as the surface was concerned, there was a
hed of deposits of very great magnitude,
and therefore possibly of great economie
value to the State.

At this stage it became evident to Mr.
Chandler that boring eqnipment wounld he
necessary. He approached the State Geolo-
gical Department; and the State Geologist,
Mr. Esson, was sent, in the latter part of
the 1920’s, to Lake Campion with boring
tackle and four or five horses and one man.
Considerable difficulty was involved in ar-
ranging for the expedition to carry out its
work effectually, but that diffieulty was over-
come by Mr. Chandler. Water had to be
carted; and so that the expedition might
bhave sufficient water for its needs, Mr.
Chandler employed a man for that pur-
pose. He also generally assisted the ex-
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pedition with regard to cooking purposes
and all the other necessities essential for the
expedition to function satisfactorily. A
survey was made and bore-holes were put
down by Mr. Esson to a depth of 30 ft., and
samples sent to Perth for analysis. Ac-
cording to the information I have here, the
samples that had been taken to a depth of
30 ft. proved that the ore in the deposits
wag sufficient to furnish the State with sup-
plies of sulphate of potash for over a hun-
dred years, and also that there were in the
deposits by-products of considerable value.
In faet, the work done at this stage at the
instance of Mr. Chandler, with the assistance
of Mr, Esson, showed the importance of the
Lake Campion deposits.

I am informed, on the statement of Mr.
Chandler, that most of the fizures and facts
procured by him and Mr. Esson in this early
exploration were the foundations upon
which subsequent work was done. They were
recorded on the files of the Mines Depart-
ment, and formed the basis on which the
Martin brothers were subsequently able to
take up the work of proving the feasibility
of so treating the deposits as to procure the
essential chemical constituents. Following
this work done by Mr. Chandler and the
technical analysis by Mr. Esson, of the Geo-
logical Department, Mr. Chandler granted
an option to one, Captain Millar, for a
period of three months.  Captain Millar
went to Adelaide with a view to forming a
company to exploit the deposits. He was
not successful. Mr, Chandler made a num-
ber of visits to Perth and sueceeded in in-
teresting a certnin nuember of people, who
formed a syndicate. Amongst the members
of the syndicate were Mr. Hounslow, mana-
ger of Metters, Ltd.; Mr. Fethers, manager
of John Darling and Sons; Mr. Bernard
Shaw, editor of the Mining Journal, and Mr.
Carcary, a well-knowa chartered accountant
in Perth. It was agreed to form a ecompany,
and that was subsequently incorporated and
known as the Australian Potash and Alum-
irium Co.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
In what year?

Mr, MeDONALD: I am sorry to say that
in these notes I have not got the year, but
I think it must have heen in the late nine-
teen-twenties. I am also told that the com-
panv had correspondence with the United
States, and made inquiries as to the recovery
of the ore and the possibility of marketing
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the chemieal consliluents on a large scale.
Samples were sent to Syduey and to Eng-
land. All this involved a good deal of work
and a certain amount of travelling by Mr.
Chandler, who had to go to Perth in con-
nection with the prospects of the company.
I am informed that it beeame cvident
at this stage that a pilot plant would
have to be erected to show the com-
mercial  manufacturing  possibilities  of
the deposits, and it is stated to me that
representations were made to the Govern-
ment of that day with regard to the erec-
tion of a pilot plant and investigations be-
ing made by technical experts. However,
the scheme did not appeal to the Govern-
ment of the day or its technical officers,
and nothing eventuated. Subsequently an
applieation was made to the Mines Depart-
ment for the forfeiture of a certain por-
tion of the holdings of Mr. Chandler in the
Lake Campion deposits, I presume because
he was not able to work them in a way
satisfactory to the department. His hold-
ings were, in faet, forfeited, with the excep-
tion of the Reward lease, which he still
relains.

In consequence of the torfeiture, the ap-
plicants succeeded in obtaining the grant
of a Jease of the deposits for themselves or,
at all events, of a portion of the deposits,
and, on the information eonveyed to me, the
new holders were not at all suecessful in
doing anything with the deposits. In faet,
they were not able to do very much at all
in the way of furthering the commercial
utility of the deposits and their production
for the purpose of marketing the chemiecal
constituents,

The Minister for Indunstrial Development :
In what vear was that?

Mr. MeDONALD: I have not had the ad-
vantage of secing Mr. Chandler himself,
and my notes are deficient in not contain-
ing sulficient details as to dates. They were
prepared by Mr. Chandler himself from
notes of his, and he is not very practised
in preparing reporis of this kind. T am. told
that the work done hy Mr. Esson was incor-
porated in a plan, of which I have here a
blue print. Tt is entitled, ‘A Geological
Sketeh Map showing the Alunite Deposits
of Chandler T.ake and Reward Lake Cam-
pion, by A. (;. D, Esson, M.A., Field Geo-
logist.”” Tt was appavently thought that
Mr. Chandler's discoveries should he ve-
warded by the main lake being called after
him. This hlue print shows that the main
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lake was designated ‘‘Chandler Lake,’’ and
a subsidiary lake on the east is called ‘‘Re-
ward Lake.’’

From the notes made on this plan it ap-
pears that a fair amount of work was done
to ascertain the geological formation of this
eountry and something of the chemical con-
stituents of the deposits which were found
in the lake beds. According to my instrue-
tions, after the failure of the company to
secure a pilot plant for testing the manu-
facture of these deposits and the coming
of the depression period, from 1930 on-
wards, when eapital was extremely hard to
get, Mr. Chandler’s discoveries and the
operations of the eompany remained in
aheyance, and a few years before the pre-
sent war began, the company, having been
able to make ne progress, virtually became
dormant and its activities really ceased for
the time heing. In the course of his en-
deavours to bring his deposits on the mar-
ket, Mr. Chandler was in communication
with Sir Douglas Mawson, who was then, I
think, a professor at the University of Ade-
laide, and—T speak subject to correction—
was Professor of Geology or Chemistry, or
one of those seiences, which made him par-
ticularly ahle to express an opinion and help
in bringing into produetivity deposits of this
kind. On the 24th September, 1929, Sir
Douglas Mawson wrote to Mr. Chandler in
these terms—

I have heen going ahead with investiga-
tions inte the economie utilisation of West
Australian  alunite, and interesting people
abroad, on the basis that your alunite con-
tained in Reward Lake, as well as that in
Lake Chandler held under lease by Mr. Mann,
will he available to investors abroad on the
basis of a rovalty of one shilling per ton.

In quoting this offer to those financially in-
terested abroad, my statement is based on your
reply received in England some months ago to
my inquiry relating thereto. In that reply you
gave me an option for two years on the ahove
hasis,

During my ahsence on the present expedition
I am leaving matters relating to this alunite
in the hands of the New Zealand Sounds
Hydroclectric Concessions, Ltd. Their secretary
is Mr. W. Jack, and their registered office ad-
dress ir, Dominions Farmers Institute, Wel-
lington, N.Z.

Tf ns a resnlt of the present tests the
utilisation of the alunite is found economically
practicable, thenm we propose to go ahead onm
a large seale. I may state for your infor-
mation that, under the arrangements with you,
we would draw upon alunite from your claim
and that of Mr. Mann in proportions relative
respectively to the size of the deposits.
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I may say that Mr. Mann was the gentleman
who applied for the forfeiture of the mineral
leases which Mr.
ihe area then known as Lake Chandler. The
expedition to which Sir Douglas referred in
his letter was his well-known expedition to
the Antaretio, on which be left shortly after.
In eonsequence of that expedition apparently
the impetus which he was prepared to give,
and the professional knowledge which he
was also able to bring to hear, were lost
1o Mr. Chandler because for some reason or
another, when he returned the matter was
not proceeded with by him.

In addition to that, Mr. Chandler quite
recently has been in touch with the Common-
wealth Government through Mr. Beasley,
and also in touch with the Department of
Industrial Development of this State. He
received a letter from Mr. Fernie, Director
of Industrial Development under date the
12th November, 1841, Mr, Fernie wrote in
these terms—

I am in receipt of your letter dated the 5th
November, 1941, in which ¥ou state that it
is your intemtion to bring into operation the
production of sulphate of potash from Reward
Lake at Campion.

A syndicate has advanced proposals to pro-
duce the whole of the potash requirements of
Australia from Lake Campion. The Common-
wealth Government has been requested to grant
permission for the formation of a company
for this purpose.

In these circumstances you will be well ad-
vised to negotiate for the sale of your leases
to the proposed company rather than to in-
cur the expense of erecting plant to operate
in competition with a strong company holding
extensive rich leases.

That last suggestion was guite a rensonable
one, The company referred to in the Alinis-
ter’s pamphlet was being formed with exten-
sive eapital resources, and Mr. Fernie sug-
gested to Mr. Chandler that instead of try-
ing to operate on his own account on his
reward area, with comparatively limited
capital, he would be well advised to nego-
tiate for the sale of his interests to the com-
pany being formed to operate the Lake
Campion deposits. That suggestion appar-
ently proved to be impracticable. The com-
pany referred to by Mr. Fernie as being
about to operate in a large way at Lake
Campion was the one whose organisation has
now heen taken over by the partnership re-
ferved to in the Minister’s proposals. Martin
brothers, who are to be partners with the
Government in the exploitation of the Lake
Campion deposits, came on the scene three

Chandler had held over’
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and a half years ago. I do not want to
detract for one moment from what they
have done, but they are newcomers and
entered into the pieture three and a half
years ago when they were uble to go to the
Mines Department and obtain the benefit,
large or small as it may have been, of the
pioneering work and investigations earried
out by Mr. Chandler several years before,
together with the technical reports made by
the Government Analyst, and the geological
investizationy carried out by Mr, Essom of
the Geologieal Department.

In the present proposals, Martin brothers
are fo reeeive recognition by heing made
partners in the body that is to work the
Lake Campion deposits. Certain gentlemen
who had subseribed money to Martin bro-
thers’ syndicate are, I presume, having their
moniey refunded to the extent of £6,000. To
ihat I reise no objection. It seems to be
entirely reasonable. I do suggest, however,
that there should be some recognition of
the man who diseovered these leases. I
do not say that it should be extensive, but
it should he adequate and reasonable. I do
not want to disenss the form it shounld take
—whether it should be some sum of money
to compensate him for his outlay and ser-
viees rendeved as discoverer of these de-
posits, or whether he should be brought in—
whieh might, 1 think, bhe very fair—as a
partner in the same way as Martin brothers
in the special body which the Mimister now
proposes should eonduct the husiness of
manufaeture on the Lake Campion avea. I
am not much eoneerned with the basis on
which the recognition should be made, but I
am concerned with the point that there
should he some recognition made to the
orviginal diseoverer. Allow me to add one
word morve. There may be other people who
have had some connection with the Lake
Campion deposits. I agrec that in these ar-
rangements evervybody who las been con-
cerned cannot be inelnded. Many people,
like My, Esson, the Government Geologist,
and the Government Analyst, would, of
course, have been paid salaries. They car-
ried out any investigatory work in the counrse
of their duties.

Other people may have been interested
from the point of view of plaecing this pro-
position on the market, or promoting manu-
factures, hut they may not have done suffi-
cient to justify being included in the ar-
rangements made by the Government. T do
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not want to overweight these arrangements,
We cannot go into nice detaills about the
actual work various people may have done,
but when we come to the diseoverer, the
prospector, the man who went out there and
found, tested and proved the value of these
deposits which are such a great asset to
Australia, it is just and proper that when
the State steps in he should not be ignored.
I have had some correspondence with the
Minister over this and he has been good
enough to reply to my representations. He
stated that it was not considered feasible
that Mr. Chandler should be included in
anything that is being dome. I feel, how-
ever, that the Minister would be well justi-
fied in reconsidering that attitude.

I would like the House to give some
thought with a view to expressing its
opinion for the guidance of the Minister and
the Government as to what is a fair thing
in this particular ease. It is not a matter
of large sums of money being paid; it is
not a wmatter of any man trving to exploit
the sitnation; but T do think that when the
State steps in and takes over an asset of
great importance, and of a national charac-
ter with a tremendous potential value, it is
proper that the prospector—the discoverer
—should not be left out in the eold.
Especially is that so when, and I raise an
objection to this, under the proposed ar-
rangements the financiers—and I use that
term in no disparaging sense-—who merely
found the money and came in many years
later are to be protected, and properly pro-
tected; they are to get their money baek.

As the Martin brothers wh ocame in three
and a half years ago are to receive recog-
nition, and properly so, I feel there is justi-
fication for a word heing =aid in this House
in connection with this matter of an asset
worth hundreds of thousands of pounds, en
behalf of the man who is admittedly the dis-
coverer and pioncer. For that reason I feel
that the expression of the House’s opinion
would be of assistanee to the Minister and to
the Government. If the House thinks with
me that this man’s services should be recog-
nised, then something may be done in order
to grant him recognition for the work he
did in connection with this very valuable
asset.

MB. BOYLE (Avon): The member for
West Perth is to be commended for bring-
ing this matter forward. Martin brothers,
Mr. Hardy, and those associated with them
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were net the pioneers in the discovery of
the alunite deposits at Campion. As a mat-
ter of fact in the distriet the lake today
hears the name of Lake Chandler, which
associates Mr. J. Chandler with it from a
very early period—as far back as 18 years
ago.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That is set out in the memorandum.

Mr, BOYLE: That js so. From the infor-
mation in my poseession, Martin brothers
did not discover these deposits. From what
I can gather, they entered into, and rightly
so, a search at the Geological Department
for deposits of that type that had been dis-
covered but not operated. They went, shall
I say, on a voyage of discovery into these
matters, and then departed for the back
eountry in order to investigate. I remem-
ber Mr. Gibbs, of Gibbs and Haaseman,
telling me of bis discovery at midnight,
when he was doing a little hunting, of three
men on the lake. He discovered the three
gentlemen who had located themselves on
Lake Chandler and, after some converga-
tion and the explanation that he was the
proprietor of the farm, they told him
exactly what they were doing. They sug-
gested to him that, if they were sueccessful,
and their efforts eame to fruition, he wonld
benefit by having the right to 1un a board-
ing house business. That suggestion has
actually been ecarried out, and today Gibbs
and Haaseman are running this boarding-
house on the site.

I remcmber in a previous debate the Min-
ister saying that some reward should be
given to Martin brothers and those associated
with them, That is very proper, bué the
reward could well be extended, as the mem-
her for West Perth has pointed out, to some
reeognition of the original prospector—the
man who went to considerable effort and, T
take it, expense to place these discoveries
hefore the Geological Survey Department.
The rewards that have been granted to
the Martin brothers and those associ-
ated with them are not on an illiberal
scale. I think the Minister has been
very fair and just in making those
rewards available. In fact he has gone
so far as to make some of these people
associates in a partnership with the Govern-
ment. The two Martins received 23 shares
each and Norwood has received 23 shares,
while H. B. Jackson and two others have
retired with £6,000, Hardy has received
£2,000 for his nine shares. Therefore the
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shares, ob an appraisement, are worth ahout
£225 each. If the Martin brothers and Norx-
wood are to receive the equivalent of £5,000
each in share value, they will be very
fairly recompensed for their efforts. Fur-
thermore, the two Martins are now engaged
on the deposits; they are working in very
good johs, and I believe they are good men.

The Government has been very fair in its
recognition of the members of the syndicate,
especially the Martin brothers and Mr. Nor-
woor, but Mr Chandler has not received re-
cognition in any shape or form. The Minister
would be doing no more than justice to a
pioneer of the industry if he made him
some fitting recompense. We have often
been told that pioneers rarely or never re-
ceive any benefit from their work; those
wlio come afterwards reap the benefit.

As the member for West Perth pointed
out, the Martin brothers’ association with
this business would not extend hack further
than 3% wyears. Mr. Thorn’s connection
with the deposits, I believe, could he
measured in a matter of months, and Nor-
wood's association does not go back very
far, either. When one reali=es that on the
face value of the shaves the Martin brothers
and Norwood are to receive the equivalent
of £5,000 cach and that the Martin brothers
have good jobs, the fact of their having re-
ceived such rewards must be very irritating
to Mr. Chandler, who made everything pos-
sible in the first place. From information
I have reeeived, the Martin brothers, and
Hardy, the three who went out, could not
have alizhted on this spot unaided. They
were ghided by the geologieal surveys and
the work of Mr. Chandler. According to
the Minister’s caleulations there is anything
between £20,009,000 and £30,000,000 of
wealth in sight. The deposits contain
1,750,000 tons of sulphate of potash worth,
say, from £12 to £15 per ton.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: At present!

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, and 750,000 tons of
sulphur worth. say, £5 or £6 per ton. Bear-
ing in mind these fizures, one would have
no diffieulty in placing the value of these
- deposits at present at anvthing from
£20,000.000 to £30,000,000. The originator,
the man who first went there, the man whose
namte is attached, I hope for all time, to the
particular lake—Lake Chandler—where
these deposits are loeated should not be
left out. We shall not he giving away any-
thing belonging to the State but, even if we
were, it wonld merely represent a little of
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the profit that is going to accrme to the
State. I have great pleasure in supporting
the motion,

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson): I support
the motion. Mr. Chandler was the discoverer
of these deposits many years ago. On the
second reading of the Bill now on the notice
paper, I propose to have something to say
on this subject. Mr, Chandler’s leases are
situated about 10 miles from the deposits
held by Martin Bros., on which the State has
done so mueh work that there seems to be
no possibility of retracting. We have to
proceed with the scheme. There are other
people, however, who ought to be recom-
pensed. I kmow of another syndicate that
was interested in this venture long before
the Martin brothers became associated with
tt. The Martin brothers did not come into
the buvsiness until March, 1940, but before
that the syndicate I have in mind, consisting
of thres brothers named Duonn and a man
named Joseph, had made all sorts of investi-
gations and secured analyses of the alunite
and potash bodies. Dunn was in ¢ommuni-
cation with Great Britain and other parts
of the world. I shall have something to say
ahout their right to consideration when the
second reading of the Bill is discussed.

These people, apparently, are t¢ be
squeezed out entirely. The Martins came in
with influential and wealthy people. The
small syndicate I have mentioned conld not
float their leases and eannot come in today,
because the State Government is providing
the money and the slumina and potash are
to be produced in March of next year. These
men who formed the early syndicate have
made overtures to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development and have written to the
Commonwealth authorities, I claim they are
entitled to some compensation. They have
held their leases since 1939, and we cannot
fairly come in with a State monopoly and
squeeze out genuine men. Big men like
Jackson, Thorn and Brisbane are receiving
£2,000 to retire and let the Government
step in, which might not be a good move.
However, we cannot allow them to be com-
pensated while the original prospeetors who
have put their money into the show, and
held the leases for three or four years, are
squeezed out without eompensation.

I shall have some correspondence and
files to quote when the Bill is being dis-
cussed. Meanwhile Chandler should not be
serapped; nor should the other men T have
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mentioned. If it is fitting to compensate
these big men—these speculators—and give
the Martin brothers and others who came in
13 months later some concession, it is fitting
to compensate the original men. The State
should treat all alike. They went over the
country and got analyses made.

The Premier: Were not the Martin bro-
thers the owners of the leases?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They came in after-
wards; they were the go-getters.

The Premier: No, they owned the leases.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Because they had in-
fluence behind them, they got the boost.
When a private company could not be
floated, the State took over the leases and
has paid these wealthy men some thousands
of pounds each, while the men who were
originally interested have been squeezed out
and will not get two bob.

The Premier: Have you ever worked a
tin mine?

My, J. H. SMITH: Yes, and spent thons-
ands of pounds on such mines.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing tin mines.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Chandler was the
pioneer, and he and the men I represent
ought not to be neglected. We have to look
after the prospector.

On mofion by the Minister for Industrial
Development, dehate adjourned.

MOTION-—RAILWAYS, MR WATTS'S
INVENTIONS.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the 28th October
on the following motion by Mr. MeDonald—

That a Select Committee of this House bhe
appointed to inquire into and report upon the
utility of the inventions of Mr. W. Watts re-
lating to railway tracks, and whether and to
what extent the adoption of such inventions
would he of advantage to the Western Austra-
lian Government Railways.

THE MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS
[3.12]: Mr. Watts has submitted four track
devices to the Railway Department econ-
cerning which I propose to read a report,
as follows:—

These four track devices are (1) a pivot
joint—the ‘fpivot heel joint’’; (2) a rail joint
—the ‘ftruss sole plate suppoert’’; (3) wu
crossing--the ‘‘spring wing rail crossing'?’;
(4) a switeh—the <*full rail switch and loek-
ing device.”' The fifth device mentioned by

Mr, McDonald is apparently a development of
(4).

[ASSEMBLY.]

2. Of these devices, No. 1 was adopted by
the department in 1906, Mr. Watts accepting
£130 for his rights in Western Australia.
Subsequently, in 1938, clthough there was no
liubility on the department, in view of the
nse made of the device an ex gratia payment
of £170, making £300, in all, was made to Mr.
Watts. There ia no reason why any further
payment should be made.

Mr. J. Hegney: Did the department get
value from his invention?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ap-
parently so.

Mr. J. Hegney: Too right it did!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
was satisfied, too.

The Premier: He was in the employ of
the Government all the time.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
was employed by the department and must
have heen satisfied; otherwise he would not
have accepted the money. The report con-
tinues—

Device No. 2 is one of the many forms of
special bridge joints which had a vogue on
American railways some 30 to 40 years ago.
Some 20 years age Merriman’s American Civil
Engincers’ Handbook stated that the con.
sensus of opinion seemed to be that the ad-
vantages of these special joint plates were not
commensurate with the extra costs involved.

The use of the special joint plates has now
been discarded throughout America, and the
curtent American practice, where the flat-
hottomed rail is used, ae in Australia, is to
use the bar type fishplate, A feature has been
made of the tests carried out on Watta’s
jeint in comparison with standard rail and
joint. The test comsisted of a laboratory
beam test in no way comparable with the
actual conditions of the joint in service.

Hon. NX. Keenan: Whose report are you
reading?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Railway Department’s. The report con-
tinues—

The speeial bridge joints referred to above
would have given similar comparable results
30 or 40 years ago, but the years of actual
serviee test necessary fo  determine their
suitability resulted in their abandonment,

The department has obtained very satisfac-
tory results in joint improvement by the cam-
bering of fishplates at a fraction of the cost
of Mr. Watts’s joint and there is no justifiea-
tion for departing from our standard practice
in favour of sumething more expensive. This
method of joint improvement was developed
and adopted from a suggestion of one of the
employees of the department, and a bonus was
paid to this employes,

According to this report, No. 2 invention
was scrapped, the depariment having dis-
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covered something else much cheaper and
guite as eflicient,

Mr, Patrick: Perhaps the department got
the idea from him.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
department got the idea from another per-
son, whom it paid. The report continnes—

Regarding device No, 3, this croeging has
been tried by the department, but it is not
considered that it has advantages which war-
rant departure from the type in general use.

Device No. 4 has also been tried, but has
not been adopted, as it is not considered suwit-
able for placing under fast traffie owing to
the number of movable parts.

Mr. Watts has been persistent in his en-
deavours to have his inventions adopted by
the department, and has made extravagant
cluims regarding the economies to be effected
by their use. Very full investigation has been
made by the department, but it has not been
considered that the expenditure involved in
putting the devices inte use would be justified.
With regard to the truss sole plate, a depu-

. tation waited on me., The matter was
thoroughly investigated and it was subse-
quently reported to me that this plate,
although it had been in use for some years
in Amerieca, had been abandoned. Two
gentlemen have been mentioned, Mr. Broad-
fooi and Mr. Johnston, both of whom were
held in high esteem by the department.
There is no question about their work, but
they were not trained as civil engineers.
They were mechanical engineers and their
experience did not help them to solve the
problem of rail tracks.

Mr. J. Hegney: But they were in the
Railway Department all their lives.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: They
were not civil engineers, There is a hig dif-
ference between a civil and a mechanieal
engineer.

Mr. J. H. Smith; Sometimes the praectical
engineer knows more than the civil en-
gineer.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That may be so; we hear such claims made
every day. If anything were to be gained
by the appointment of the proposed Select
Committee, neither the department nor the
Government would object to it. The Govern-
ment is always out to iry to encourage
people who bave inventive minds, It is the
Government’s policy to assist such people,
especially if it thinks economies will re-
sult. At present, however, the technical men
of the Railway Department are engaged on
work of national impertance and it would
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not be assisting the nation to take them away
from those duties.
Mr. North: Are these inventions recent?

~ The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
They go back to 1906. As I mentioned a
moment or two ago, one amount of £130 was
paid to Mr. Watts in 1906 and an-
other of £170 in 1938, making a total
of £300. Mr. Watts, in the course of
his salesmanship, contacted engineers in
the Eastern States and made every en-
deavour to dispose of his inventions
there, but without success. If his inventions
were all he claimed them to be, it is rather
peculiar that they have not been adopted by
some of the other States or in some other
part of the world. If that question could
be satisfactorily answered, it might elarify
the matter. Both the Government and the
department are anxious to avail themselves
of any invention that might prove of benme-
fit to the department. The Commissioner of
Railways has made it clear to his staff that
he would give every encouragement and help
in that direction. The track section and
ganger and repair staff have been asked fo
submit any device they may have in order
that it may bhe tested. The department has
tested and is testing a number of devices
that may prove of benefit to the State.

The department congratulated Mr. Watts
on his inventions and was very sympathetie
towards him. If the depariment thought
that to adopt them would prove of advant-
age to the railways, there is no doubt it
would have availed itself of the inventions,
Our engineers are not out to hinder, but to
help. I suggest to the memher for West
Perth that if he wants further information
he shouid apply to the department, and he
will get all that he desires,

Mr, Doney: Has he not endeavoured to
obtain such information from the depart-
ment ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
presume he has made inguiries. In any case,
should members desire to peruse the file re-
lating to this matter I shall have no objec-
tion to laying it upon the Table, The de-
partment offers no objection fo an inquiry.
Tts objection is based on the faet that the
inventions have been investigated, and that
it is undesirable to withdraw its technical
officers from important pational work in
order to attend the sittings of a Select Com-
mittee. The Commissioner of Railways does
not think that at all advisable in the pre-
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sent circumstaneces., I hope the member for
West Perth will give consideration to the
snggestion that he should make further in-
quiries of the department. Even if a Select
Committee were appointed, I doubt whether
it would elicit any information in addition
to what is already on the files. I am really
of two minds. Firstly, we are not really
adverse to the holding of an inquiry; and,
secondly, we feel that it would be futile to
hold an inquiry when we alveady have avail-
able the information that is being sought.
Further, sympathetic consideration has
already heen extended to Mr. Watts. Again,
if there were anything in the inventions, why
has not some other State adopted them?®

Mr, Doney: Yon accepted the H.D.D,
spark avrester, but ¥ do not think any other
country has seen fit to uvse it.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
will confine himself to the motion,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have said all I wish to say. It seems to me
that the appointment of a Select Committee
is not justified.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan): I
think that the motion snbmitted by the mem-
ber for West Perth is reasonable and ac.
cordingly support it. I have known Mr.
Watts for a period of 40 vears. I know
what he has done for many years past in
connection with these inventions up to and
after the time he was transferred to the Mid-
land Junetion workshops. Mr. Watts has
ziven a lifetime of stndv to these inventions.
He is a blacksmith by trade. It was his
job to work on erossings and interlocking
work, and eventually he finished up as fore-
man blacksmith at the Midland Junetion
workshops. He was an expert and knew as
much as did the engineers about this pro-
position. There is no question abount that.
Tt is admitted that the recompense that he
received from the Railway Department did
not represent valne for the inventions which
the department made use of. I would not
have risen but for the attempt that was made
to discredit the statements of the ex-Chief
Mechanieal Engineer, Mr. Broadfoot, and
the ex-Works Manaper, the late Mr. John-
ston. Both officers supervised the construe-
tion of interlocking arrangements. In their
capacity as railway engineers, they travelled
over the system from one end to the other.
The interlocking work is done at Midland
Junetion, as a result of ways and works be-
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ing transferred to that town. All these
operations, therefore, definitely eame under
the supervision of both Mr. Broadfoot and
the late Mr. Johnston. They would, there-
fore, know all about those things. They
would coufer with the civil engineer in
respect to any improvements that might be
suggested, and they would also have a know-
ledze of what was in the mind of the eivil
engineer. I know there is a difference be-
{ween a civil engincer and & mechanical en.
gineer, hut in thiz particular instance it
would be merely a matter of commonsense
and a knowledge of what the inventions
sought to achieve.

For many years Mr. Watts was engaged
on this work. He has been a working man
all his life. He has worked very hard and
given wonderful service to the Railway De.
partment. T have known him since I was
a boy, and my father was striker for him.
I used to visit the works on Saturday
mornings. At that time the men had none
of the machinery or apparatus they have
today. They had to do all the heavy work
of the Railway Department at a time when
it was all heavy lifting and bullocking, when
there was no question about a 44-hour week
and evervhody worked long hours. In
those days Mr. Watts gave his mind and
attention to improvements long after he had
Anished his day’s work. He would work
far into the night on the inventions which
we are considering. The Railway De-
partment now clains that experis in other
parts of the world have failed to take up
these inventions. That may be so. Let a
Seleet Committee inguire into all those
aspeets and obtain information eoncerning
them. Mr., Watts reared a big family, the
wembers of which are still in the State. As
a citizen he has done an exeellent joh. It
is not asking too wmuch that the
position generally should be reviewed,
and that the attitude of the Railway 1le-
pariment should be inquired inio to sce why
these inventions were rejected by it. Mem-
bers know full well that in many instances
the inventors themselves do not get a show,
Their inventions are rejected for the time
being, and probably after they are dead
someone ¢lse gets the benefit of them. In
connection with the Owen-gun, we know that
the military authorities were hostile to it
and rejected it on every occasion that it was
snbmitted to them.

Mr. Berry: They are hostile to everything.
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Myr. J, HEGNEY : T mention that to show
how difficult it is to get up-to-date ideas
adopted when the powers-that-be oppose
them. I know the Minister has said the de-
partment is not hostile to these inventions,
and would have helped had it been possible
to do so. Let a Seleet Committee be ap-
pointed to make an investigation. The in-
quiry would not take long, All the papers
in connection with these malters eould be
examined, and a report made to the House
so that members would understand the posi-
tion, The matter is one that is well worthy
of investigation. Mr. Waits is a good citizen
of Western Australia. He has worked hard
all his life for the Ratlway Department. The
railway authorities have been well repaid
for the £350 that they gave to the inventor,
Watts was a blacksmith at Midland June-
tion and a foreman in the workshops there,
I support the motion because I think the
matter is one that should be reviewed.

When the facts have been brought before
a Select Committee, members will be in-
formed upon all points. If nothing can be
done, in the opinion of the committee, Mr.
Watts may be satisfied. If it is found that
something can be done, let it be done before
My, Watis gets too old. He is now about
76 years of age. He is a sterling citizen,
who has done exeellent work. Let us do all we
ean to have proper consideration given to
his inventions. Al his work has been of
assistance. One of his inventions is still be-
ing used in connection with the loeal tram-
way system. The swivel-turn invention is
his. It has stood the fest, and has not been
superseded by any other invention. The
member for Guildford-Midland knows all the
facts of the case. I protest against the
attempt to discredit the report of the ex-
civil mechanieal engineer and of the late
works manager. Both were capable engin-
eers and had experience of every phase of
engineering work. They were so capable
that they could be transferred from ome
place to another. Mr. Evans was the inter-
locking engineer, the ¢ivil engineer, and he
then became works manager, and finally
Commissioner of Railways, Whilst the en-
gineer for existing lines is actually in control
of the railway system, in practice the
Chief Mechanical Engincer shonld know as
much about these inventions and should have
as much training and knowledge as would be
the case with the eivil engineer. All these
inventions would be subjeet fo test. The

1413

elongation of rails would be a subject that
would be tested in the testing-room. Infor-
mation would be obtained from all sources,
and from that information and their obser-
vations, the experts would be able to make
up their minds. I hope the motion will be
agreed to.

HON. W, D. JOENBON (Guildford-Mid-
land): I am glad this matter is receiving
the attention of Parliament, and I hope &
Select Committee will be appointed. I have
known Mr. Watts and his work for msny
years, and have endeavoured on several oe-
casions to have his special skill and the result
of his skill recognised by the Railway De-
partment. At one pericd he went to a
great deal of trouble in perfecting some of
his ideas. At the time when he was doing
this, he was an employee of the Railway
system. He tried then to induce the rail-
way authorities to recognise the value of his
suggested improvements to the yunning of
the service and to the road generally.
Whilst the Railway Department could not
fault his inventions, it declined to adopt
them. The fear of adopting them was the
fear of having to pay some compensation.
Everything was all right until there was
some possibility of a recognition of the in-
ventions involving the payment of royalty.
At one stage, the Railway Department had
been using Watts's patent. After it had been
using it for some time, and using it to the
advantage of the system, 1 pressed that, in
view of the fact that the invention was
actuslly in operation, was really giving a
serviec to the department, that the depart-
ment had recognised the invention itself,
and that Mr. Watts had ineurred a great deal
of expense in connection with it, some re-
compense should be given to that gentleman.

Speaking from memeory I think the Rail-
way Department allowed him £170. That
money was paid in recent years, after Walts
had retired from the serviee. It was dur-
ing that period that Mr. Ellis was Commis-
sioner. After Watts received the £170, he
used it immediately to patent another in-
vention. That last invention was the hest
he has produced. He had kept silent for
some years because he had not enonugh money
with which to patent it. When he received
the £170, he used it to bring the invention
under public notice. Mr. Walts has been
a most valuable servant to the department.
Not only is he an inventive genius bnt he
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is a particularly good blacksmith. He was
in charge of the blacksmith’s shop at Mid-
land Junetion for many years, Before he
went to the main workshops at Midland,
he was foreman of the ways and works work-
shops at West Midland. He has had a long
carcer. I question whether there has ever
been a man in the Government service to
equal him as a worker, as a leader, and
foreman of the blacksmith’s shop and the
forging and gcneral operations on the
blacksmithing side of the railway service.
Although Mr. Watts gave such good serviee,
he was never paid a very high salary eom-
parable with his abilities. He spent nearly
all his time in perfecting ways and means
of laying railway tracks and improving rail-
way running generally. T have never re-
laxed in my efforts to help him, but unfor-
tunately there has always been a prejudice
against him.

Mr. North: Against him or his inventions%

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There could be
ne prejudice against the inventions because
they could not be faulted. The engineers
have seen the demonstrations and agreed
that the inventions were wonderful. When
T asked why they did not adopt such things,
they could not give an answer. The fact re-
mains that the Railway Department will not
adopt them. In other words, such things are
‘not done within the department. In my
-opinion, if Mr. Watts had been employed
by, say, Hesking’ Foundry, and had per-
fected these inventions and put them before
the Railway Department, I honestly believe
he would have received more eonsideration
than was meted out fo him., Because he is
one of the family, the railways authorities
do not like to distinguish him from others
by giving him something special. It must
be remembered that Mr. Watts has never
been at the top of the tree. He has always
had to appeal to three persons, and some-
times four, who were above him. There has
always been a feeling that “We have to keep
Wally in his place”

Mr. Doney: That is contrary to what the
Minister stated.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
what the Minister said, but what I say is
<correct,

Mr. Doney: Were not you here when he
was speaking ¥

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know the
facts of the case, because I have been inti-
mately associated with Mr. Watts for a num-
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ber of years. There is a feeling that if a
man is not at the top of the tree, the de-
partment does not think it desirable fo ele-
vate him in this way.

The Minister for Railways: If that is the
case, why are not the Eastern States using
the inventions?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Exactly! If Mr.
Watts had been employed by Hosking’
Foundry, he would have had them brought
into use everywhere. I homestly believe that
the whole thing has been a question
of prejudice, and the prejudice here
has infiuenced other places. That is
my convietion. I believe that if the
man had been employed outside the
Railway Department, his work and in-
ventions would have been more generally
commended. The idea seems to prevail that
he was part of the railway system, and
therefore his inventive genins should be
available to the department in the ordinary
course of his work and at his usual remun-
eration. It almost seemed that they eonsid-

- ered he should not receive any speeial en-

couragement. When Mr, Ellis recommended
that an amount of £175 should be made
available to Mr. Watts I was astounded.
I thought the amonnt proposed would he
nearer £1,000.

The Minister for Railways: That was in
addition to £130 he received in 1906,

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: That did not
apply exactly to the same matter.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, accord-
ing to the report.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: His work has
not been confined to one invention or one
improvement to the railway system. The
Minister cannot say that there has been any
adequate recognition, or even generous re-
eognition, of the work carried out by Mr.
Watts. He has been a wonderful worker
and an outstanding blacksmith, I would not
care to take up the time of the House in re-
lating the many ways in which that gentle-
man has assisted the railways by effecting
improvements to the running track, includ-
ing the crossing points, which have heen re-
volutionised. In these and other directions
he has saved the department thousands and
thousands of pounds. He has effected
numerous improvements eommencing from
hia early days in the Ways & Works Branch
of the department.
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The Minister for Railways: The depart.
ment appreciates what he has done.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am aware of
that, Undoubtedly the department has ap-
preciated his work, but it would have been
better for Mr. Watts if that were not so
because the appreciation expressed in the
past encouraged him to go further with his
work, He has taken out patent after pat-
ent, and is poor today because of the ex-
pense ineurred in the construction of work-
ing models and so on. There is another point
of view indieating why I think this malter
is worthy of investigation, The attitude
towards Mr. Watts here has placed him at
a diseount in other paris of the world.
Particulurs of his inventions have gone to
Great Britain, the United States of America,
Canada, Russia and elsewhere, Immedi-
ately he endeavours to develop his inven-
tions in a country he is asked the guestion,
““What are they doing about this in Western
Australia?”’

Mr. North: They ask him why his in-
ventions are not made use of here?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Yes, that is the
position. The attitude adopted elsewhere
1s that if his inventions are not good enough
for adoption in his own country, what is
the use of asking them to consider his im-
provements? e has suffered from those
disabilities for years past. If there is one
matter that deserves investigation it is the
question now under discussion. I do not
want the House to do anything in the way
of meking some provision for Mr. Watts,
liecause if he gets the chance he can make
good himself. I am sure that if he cannot
make out a good case before a Select Com-
mittee, he will put up with the consequences.

I am so sympathetic towards the claims
advanced by Mr. Watts that I consider an
investigation should be made in order to
give him an opportunity to demonstrate the
jnstice of his claims. That in itself will
help him to secure hetter treatment else-
where. As it is, we not only have denied
him justice but we have prevented him from
enjoving an opportunity to exploif his in-
ventions in other countries. I appreciate
the action taken by the Leader of the Na-
tional Party in bringing this matter before
the notice of members. Posgibly I should
have taken the reguired steps years ago,
hut I always hoped that wiser e¢ounsels
would prevail. I have from time to time
advised Mr. Waits to have a little patience,
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in the hope that reasomable consideration
would be extended to him. He has grown
old and has retired from the railway ser-
vice. He has secured no return in respect
of the benefits aceruing to the Railway De-
pertment from his inventive geniuns, certainly
not to the extent he deserves.

MR. NORTH (Claremont): I congratu-
late the member for West Perth on moving
such a motion. In the course of his re-
marks the Minister for Railways seemed to
support the appointment of 2 Select Com-
mittee, but he did not want effeet given to
the committee’s findings at this juncture.
He desired action to be postponed to a later
date because of war considerations, There is
no harm in that.

Mr. Doney: Exeept that in the meantime
Mr. Waitts may die!

Mr. NORTH: That is so, of course, and
that is quite important. There is, however,
another side to the question. While we are
not experts, we could get together and se-
cure the advice of experts who can be found
in the right quarters. During the many
years I have been in public life I have
known of dozens of instances similar to
that indieated by the member for West
Perth in regard to Mr. Watts and his in-
ventions. One of the outstanding ecases
brings my mind back fo the Air Force us it
was constituted during the 1914-18 war,
Parachutes were then regarded as of no
use. The authorities turned down an inven-
tion at the time on that seore.  Another
instanee concerns the legal profession. I
have in mind what we know in Australia as
the Torrens Aet, whieh governs the issuing
of eertificates of title. It was asserted by
lawyers in the Eastern States to be posi-
tively dangerous. They said that if the
Torrens Aet were in force, titles wounld go
out of existence. That measure was the
work of a shipping elerk; yet today the
Torrens Aet is in foree throughout the
Commonwealth.

Mr. Patrick: And thronghout the world.

Mr. NORTH: Yes, that is quite eorreet.
From time to time I have noted with in-
terest that it is not always the expert that
handles outstanding developments. Fre-
quently it is the man outside official influ-
ences who is able to effect conspicmous re-
sults. As the member for Guildford-Mid-
land said, Mr. Watts was in the employ of
the Railway Department for years and it



1416

certainly might have been better for him had
he been engaged elsewhere.

Hon. W_ D. Johnson: I believe that, too!

Mr. NORTH: I have no particular know-
ledge of this matter, but, speaking generally,
during the past 15 or 20 years I have noted
similar instances in a dozen different diree-
tions. When people are employed in a cer-
tain eoncern for a long period they tend to
become hidebound and nothing will shift
their views., The story of our State railways
iz a tribute to that attitude. I have heard
members who have an understanding of
railway questions express the opinion in
this House on a dozen or more aoeccasions
that those in charge evidenced hostility to
suggeztions for improvement. To check up
on that phase, I have frequently asked rail-
way officers whether it was true that there
was a system for the encouragement of in-
ventions. I have been told that there was
such a system at one time, the effect of
which was to encourage men in the service
to submit their inventions to the department.
That attitude should be encouraged.

The Minister for Railways: It is still
encouraged.

Mr. NORTH: I have been told that to-
day there is not much of that done. The
sngpestion is that so many difficnlties are
put in the way of an inventor and his plans
that men are discouraged. The memher for
Guildford-Midland made that clear when he
indicated that anything of the sort had to
pass through so many bhands. However,
this problem does not concern the railways
only. We know the story of the Owen gun
and the difficulties experienced by its in-
ventor. I think an inquiry should be con-
ducted respecting Mr. Watts and his in-
ventions. I remember an investigation car-
ried out some years ago regarding railway
matters and I think it was presided over by
the then General Manager of the Midland
Railway Company. A tremendous volume
of informafion was gleaned as the result
of that inquiry, but all has been hushed up
and nothing much resulted.

We are reminded of the speeches of the
member for Kalgoorlie, who from time fo
time has told us that our railway loco-
motives are not of the best design. He has
informed us that there are much better de-
signed engines capable of ronning on the
3ft. 6in. gauge line—and yet nothing has
been done about it. That is the difficulty in
dealing with sueh matters. A hide-bound
attitude pervades the department, and
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people are expected to accept the position as
it continues week by weeck without requiring
improvements. As a matter of faet, the
railway men themselves seem to get so
accustomed to the rattles, swings and creaks
of our rollingstock that they come to re-
gard them as quite patural. They certainly
do not regard the sitwation from the same
eritical point of view as do the passengers,
I support the motion and trust that the
Seleet Committee will be appointed so that
steps may Dbe taken that will be regarded
as satisfactory to this House.

MR, McDONALD (West Perth—in re-
ply): I thank the Minister for his reply
which indicated that he was not seriously
avarse to the appointment of the suggested
Seleet Committes. I rather think the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland put the position
in a nntshell when he said it ap-
peared to be that people in the Eastern
States, when requested to adopt these inven-
tions, asked why they were not adopted
here; and people here asked why they had
not been adopted in the East. I would nof
think of bringing this matter before the
House if it were merely a matter of a few
thousands a year. If the claims of Mr.
Watts and those who support him are eor-
rect, they will mean the saving of tens of
thousands of pounds a year in maintenance
costs associated with our railways.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: In the form of sav-
ings.

Mr. M¢cDONALD: That is so. The mem-
bers for Guildford-Midland and Middle
Swan quite properly referred to Mr. Watts's
side of the question. I perhaps overlooked
that phase. I approached the matter from
the point of view of the State and its roll-
ingstock, running costs and the service gen-
erally. T have been rather more concerned
with that phase than with the interests of
Mr. Watts, much as he deserves the ntmost
consideration. I ask whether this is not
an important matter from the State point
of view, What will that represent as against
the eost of a Select Committee, which may
run into a few pounds? If the inquiry is
sugeessful, we may, by virtne of the expen-
diture of a few pounds now, effect savings
running inte many thousands of pounds in
the course of a few years. I may point
out that, in fact, the authorities in the East-
ern BStates have shown signs of adopting
some of the inventions of Mr., Watts. I
shall rofer to a letter from the Engineer of:
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‘Ways and Works in the Commonwealth Rail-
ways who, under date the 20th March,
1949, wrote—

The Watts patent trussed sole plate sup-

ports were installed under the personal super-
vision of Mr. Watts on the 6th April, 1939,
on two rail joints on a siding at Port
Augusta yards for trial purposes. This sid-
ing carries about the heaviest shunting traffie
on this system, and is traversed by ¢‘C’’
class locomotives of approximately 20 toma
axle load , . . To date the joints have main-
tained rigidity but it js considered that fur-
ther time will be required for the purpose of
test.
So one invention has already been adopted
there. Then Mr. Broadfoot, who was at
one time the Chief Mechanical Engineer as-
sociated with the W.A.G.R., wrote—

Demonstrations have been made before en-

gineera of the New South Wales, Common-
wealth, South Australian and Western Aus-
tralian railways and the only conclusion I
c¢an come to is that due consideration and
appreciation have not been given to the value
of these appliances.
That is the conclusion arrived at by Mr.
Broadfoot in a report furnished this year.
The patents now before the House are,
largely, comparatively modern patents. Pat-
enis run for only 14 years; and these patents
have been obtained within the 14 years, and
therefore are comparatively modern patents.
If a Seleet Committee is granted by the
House, I propose to suggest to its members
that we have not only the professional en-
gineers, to whose opinions every weight will
be attached, but also the gangers and men
oft the traek themselves. These are the prac-
tical men. 1 am told that they are prepared
{0 ecome, and I woald like {0 hear what they
have to say on this subject. I believe their
evidence would he of very great value to any
eommittee of inquiry. From the aspeet of
the small cost invelved in an inquiry by Sel-
ect Commiitee and the possibility of great
savings to the State, besides the aspeet of
recogntition of Mr, Watts's services, I hold
that the Chamher will be justified in carry-
ing the motion,

Question put and passed.

Select Commiitee Appoinied.

Ballot taken and a Select Committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Fox, North,
Seward, Withers and the mover; with power
to call for persons and papers, to sit on
days over which the House stands adjourned
and to report on the 9th December.

1417

MOTION—ARMY DISTINCTIONS
AND CONTROL.

Debate resumed from the 28th Oectober on
the following motion {as amended) by Mr.
Doney—

Having regard to recent grave changes in
near-iying theatres of war thizs House is of
opinion that increased mobility will be secured
and the best interestz of Australia be served—

(1) by discontinuing the distinetions in use
today in respect of the designatioms
and general treatment of Australian
troops belonging to the AILF. or the
AMPF.;

(2) by using the resultant joint body of
troops for war service either in or out
of Australian territory, thus more
satisfactorily and quickly ensuring
the successful defence of this coun-
try; and

Further, that the Premier immediately ac-
quaint the Prime Minister and the several
State Premiers with this decision, at the same
time requesting prompt action to effectuate it.

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is that the
motion, as amended, be agreed to.

Mr. Doney: Is the Government notf speak-
ing to this motion?¢

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: 'What right have you to ask
that question?

Mr. Doney: I have the right to expect——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has spoken to the motion. He must sit
down.

Mr. Doney: Do 1 not reply to the debate?

Mr. SPEAKER: No one spoke to the
motion.

Mr. Doney: I am inclined to think there
have been several members who have spoken
to it.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Is that so%

Opposition members: Yes,

Mr. Doney: Six to my knowledge have
spoken to the motion. Then, if the Speaker
denies me the right

Mr. SPEAKER: The Speaker is not
denying any tight. If any other memher
has spoken to the motion, the member for
Williams-Narrogin has the right of reply.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin—in re-
ply) [412]: This is all very fine, but——
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DONEY: I did expect the Govern-
ment would not have heen so timid as to
remain absolutely silent on a matter so im-
portant as the one embodied in the motion.
From this morning’s paper, members oppo-
site should have——
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The Premier: What evidenee is there to
show that the State Parliament has any
jurisdiction in this matter?

Mr. DONEY: If this had nothing what-
ever to do with the State Parliament, then,
as 1 understand the position, the Speaker
should have denied me the right to bring this
matter forward.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is not in
question ai the present time. The hon. mem-
ber has the right of reply.

Mr, DONEY : This motion of mine is for
the purpose of removing the territorial limi-
tations upon the C.M.F. I had previously
called that Force the A.M.F.; I should bave
called it the C.ML.F. The objeet of the
motion, as at all events I see it, is to
strengthen the defence position. I think the
Government should have afforded a full,
non-party diseussion within a reasonable
period of my having tabled the motion, I
wish to point ont that my motion appeared
on the notice paper as long ago as the 13th
August. I spoke to it on the 9th September.
The debate was not resumed until the 28th
October, on which date I think, speaking
from memory six members of the Opposi-
tion expressed themselves as favourable to
it. No Government member whatever has
spoken. The silence on the other side of
the Chamber seems a calculated one. I
did not think members opposite would be
so timid as to remain silent. I am disgusted.

Mr. Fox: What are you replying to?

Mr. DONEY: The Speaker has given me
the right to reply.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
reply, but must not introduce new matter.

Mr. DONEY: I am not introdueing new
matter, Sir. The Government adjourned the
debate. T see no sound reason for its having
done so. I would have liked some members
an the front bench to explain why they have
not participated in the debate. T do not care
to say that the delay has been intentional.
T only say that it has oceurred and that the
delay, as I see it. is eertainly regrettable,
having regard to the importance of the
question emhodied in the motion. I draw
attention to the fact that today is the 18th
November and that the motion was on the
notice paper on the 13th August.

The Minister for Justice: The 18th
August!

Mr, DONEY : That still means that it was
on the notice paper over three months ago.
I had hoped that the Premier, who is also
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in charge of the notice paper, would give-
me some renson why this motion has been.
persistently at the bottom of the notice-
paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would draw the hen..
member's attention to the fact that the Pre--
mier has no say as to the conduct of pri-
vate members’ business. That business has
to work its way up on the notice paper, and
the hon. member's motion has been given.
the same counsideration as was given o any
other motion.

Mr. DONEY: I am glad to have your
correction on that point, Sir. Nevertheless,
I make it plain that for a motion to remain
on the notice paper for three months and
then for no member of the Government,
despite constant adjournments, to speak on
it, is a situation that very seldom arises in:
this House. T do not know why members
opposite should be averse to expressing.
their opinion. To voice our opinions inde-
pendently, and with what we regard as sense,.
in no way impugns our patriotism and does
not lessen our keenness to assist our Federal
colleagues in any way consistent with sanity
and with the Commonwealth Constitution.
There is little else I can permissibly refer:
to in reply. Naturally I had anticipated
that a continuanee of the debate by the
Government would have afforded ample
material for explanation, As I do not wish
te repeat matter already fully dealt with, T
will resume my seat and hope that the House
will give the motion a square deal. If 1
find members opposite wholly against the
motion I will be a great deal more ashamed
of them than T am now.

Question put and a division taken with:
the following result:—

Ayes 17
Noes 18
Majority agst. 1
AYES.
Mr. Berry Mr. Patrick
Mrs. Cardell-Qliver Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hilt Mr, Seward
Mr, Keenan Mr. Shearn
Mr. Kelly Mr. J. H. 8mith
Mr. Mnun Mr. Thorn
Mr, MeDonald Mr. Willmott
Mr. McLarty Mr. Doney
Mr, North { Teller.)
NoEs,
Mr Coverley Mr. Needham
Mr. Cross Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Fox Mr. Panton
Mr. Hawke Mr, Tonkin
Mr, W. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willeock
Mr. Leahy Mr. Wise
Mr. Marghgll Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
0 Teldan.)

Question thus negatived.
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MOTION—POST-WAR RECON-
STRUCTION.

To Inguire by Select Commitice.

Debate resumed from the 29th October on
the following motion by Mr., Watts:

That a Belect Committee be appointed to
inquire into, and submit proposals for, post-
war reconstruction in Western Australia, with
particular reference to ways and means of
sceuring a greater measure of equality of op-
portunity, and the best possible standard of
living for all the people, with continuity of
employment, and the necessary increase in the
State’s population, and as means of attaining
those objectives to consider—

(a) the possibilities of land settlement as a
means of repatriation;

(b) the reshaping of agricultural pelicy so
as to offer prospects of success to
those engaged in raoral industry;

(e) the fostering of secondary industries so
as to make the best use of the State’a
raw materials, and provide employ-
ment;

(d) the desirability of appointing a Minis-
ter for Reconstruction;

(e) any other proposals considered helpful.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin):
(423]: I am in full aceord with the object
of the motion, albeit T admit I do not find
it particularly easy to speak to. To me it
is difficult to speak in anything like specifie
terms for the reason that the conditions we
seek to cure are so complex and so alto-
gether speculative, and thevefore of course
without those concrete factors we like to
have before us when we deal with such a
matter. I do not say that this motion, if it
should he accepted by the Hounse, will supply
the best foundation for a plan to meet this
State’s move urgent need when peace comes,
for the reason that, except in a few diree-
tions, we cannot know what those needs will
be. I only know that essentially a plan
must be prepared and that this present
moment, so far as we can judge, is the best
time to start work upon it. It should be plain
that we must plan for peace hefore peace
comes.

If peace eatches as unprepared, none of
the good and great things for which we are
fighting at this moment will come our way.
There are those who say, “Why worry about
reconstruction at this stage? Let us get on
with the war.” It is admitted, or should be,
that plans for post-war reconstruetion are
not as immediately necessary as planning for
guccessful war, but surely those plans in
their turn have to meet an urgency no less
difficalt than that of war. Indeed, it may
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be regarded as infinitely more difficuit. In
plamning for war, we do know for what
we are aiming, but in planning for the
needs of that strange new order, which will
not suddenly but gradually be created
when peace comes, there is a task which, no
matter how we strive, cannot he completely
performed, Post-war reconstruction implies
the building up of a plan to fight and qualify
ourselves to meet conditions, of which we
now know so little that it may be said in
veality we know practically nothing at all.
The position after the war will be the
more bewildering, and therefore the more
difficnlt to plan for, becanse the first of the
new conditions of existence ean hardly be
static. Existing ovders of life will sucees-
sively give way to others; a perman-
ent way of life is likely to be
long delayed. It can scarcely be other-
wise for there will be startling changes in
our social, monetary and governmental
methods; in inter-State and oversea align-
ments of trade, and, of course, in a score
of other directions. Many changes will be
made, some of a jarring, even of a disrup-
tive kind, but most of them I imagine will
be more or less evolutionary. Assuoredly,
too, there will be transformations in the
national sphere, becanuse we can already see
them approaching. It may ocenr as it is
stated in the Good Book—not that I am too
sure of the rendering of those words, but
they run something like this—'The mighty
will fall and the poor will be lifted up.” I
think that in the new world order we will
have numerons experiences of that nature.
It reqnires no great effort of imagination to
see the onee-despised China, a now thoronghly
aroused, united and militant China, bulking
largely in world affairs, and in & position
approaching dowminance; that is, if I am
any judge at all of the Chinese character,
and T have seen a great deal of them at
different times during my life. It
is equally plain that India, Russia and, of
course, Japan, will in the new order be
among the great Powers of the world.

Our plan, therefore, must cnvisage these
great nations as affording us better markets
for our primary preducts, At times lately
it has looked as though ecivilisation as re-
presented by British thought might erash
but, on aceount of recent happenings, we
have today very strong hopes of carrying it
over with us into the new world, plus our
present-day conceptions of truth and de-
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cency. | say—God be thanked for that—
since it gives us ground for expectation that
there will be material for a good, solid
Christian foundation for the new order.
Whilst there is so much in the future that
we can only gness af, nevertheless there are
a few post-war conditions that we can fore-
see with a certrin degree of aceuracy. We
know, for instance, that the peoples of all
nations must rontinne to wear clothes and
to eat. We know that we shall have to
repatriate the members of the several Fight-
ing Forees, ns well as the many thousands
of men and women in that type of employ-
ment ancillary to the actual fighting in the
field, and of course, we know that we must
inevitably seek out new. profitable spheres
in which to employ our labour.

These three considerations entitle us fo
assume that of all the ocenpations in Aus-
tralia, those surest of survival in the change-
able period to come ave the ones connected
with the land where the things we eat and
wear are produeed. In Western Australia,
therefore, planning for reconstruction ought
not to be the difficult task that it certainly
will be in the Eastern States and other
conntries of the world. The utilisation of
aur unexploited dairying, potato, fruit and
timber country is plainly indicated. Mem-
bers, partienlarly those who live in the
South and South-West parts of the State,
will reecall having seen in the north, north-
east and north-west hinterlands of Albany
the tremendous and many stretches of flats
entirely suited for the several enltures to
which I have referred. As I see it, our pro-
duction will be sheep, wool, gold, hides, and
so forth, and they will form our commercial
front line of the future. I can think of
nothing likelier than that, plus the pro-
cessing which I have already mentioned.

I dealt, on the Address-in-reply, either in
1940 or 1941, with certain aspects of this
post-war problem. I reeall snggesting then
that the C.8.LR. might with henefit tem-
porarily forgo its more scientifie aims, and
constitute itself a purely industrial body
whose task it would be to seek out new and
more profitable fields of endeavonr not only
for the Fighting and Auxiliarvy Forees, but
for the men and women of Australia gener-
ally. T still think, and now make it a re-
commendation to the Seleet Committee—if
one is formed—that that body, namely, the
C.S.I.R. should be approached and msed.
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I am in favour of a Seleet Committee, and
I suggest that at the eonclusion of the in-
vestigation, it should recommend the ap-
pointment of a committee of three publie
servants, who should have no other work
than to deal with the problems set forth in
the motion. They should econtinue that
work until peace comes and maybe for
some time afterwards, and they should not
he hurried. They should report periodically,
say fortnightly or monthly, to the Govern-
ment. There should also be collaboration
between the three parties in this House,
plus the Independents.

One hesitates to mention it, but I ask
the House whether it is not conceivable that
the new peace will be vastly more dan-
gerous than is war. In war at least the
nation is inspired by one aim, and I sup-
pose by one fear. Speaking by and large, I
think the nation’s punch is today being de-
livered in the one place at the one time
and with one intention. Today we have a
oneness of mind that keeps us sane angd
united and content to follow one leader. I
have no doubt that no mistake is being
made as to the identiiy of that leader. He
is Winston Churehill. Sinee we are all
travelling along the one road with the one
aim, it follows that internal dissensions,
either within the State or the Common-
wealth, are vnlikely, but it is egually plain
that with the advent of peace the cranks
and ranters with their panaceas for all ills
will endeavour to take charge, and the real
danger will then eonfront us.

Speaking on this subject on a previous
oceasion, I said the new world 15 likely to
be a free trade world. There ean be little
doubt on that point provided the world is
sensible enough to put into effeet the prin-
cipal requirements of the Atlantic Charter.
I would have liked time to deal with that
a<peet but, a= T oatlined my views on a pre-
vious oeccasion, I will not delay the House
by repenting them. It has to he admitted
that not all the necessary phases of post-
war achivity are set out in the motion, but
those that are named are matters that re-
quire the close attention of members. What
i speecirlly sought hy the motion is a
greater measure of equality of opportunity,
the best possible standard of living for all
the people, with opportunity of employ-
ment, and the neceszary inerease in the
State’s population. I do not think anyene
will dispute the importanee of those four
aims.
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The motion refers to the possibilities of
land settlement as a means of repatriation.
It is inevitable, I think, that we should
utilise this, but not to the extent we did
last time when we endeavoured to make
wheat-farmers of all too many of our sol-
diers. I imagine that is an error we shall
not commit a second time. Amnother pro-
posal is the reshaping of agricultural policy
so as to offer prospects of snccess to those
engaged in rural industry. We can readily
agree with that. Yet another proposal is
the fostering of secondary industries.
Again no one will raise any objection to
that. The fourth of the five objectives
mentioned is the desirability of appointing
a Minister for Reconstruction. I do not
know that I would agree with that. The
motion also includes an inquiry after any
other proposals eonsidered helpful. In re-
spect of that I have already intimated that
I consider a committee of three should be
appointed to deal with these problems, and
that the C.S8.1.R. should be requested to use
its services for reconstruetion purposes in-
stead of devoting itself to the more seien-
tific side of its present endeavours.

MRE. BERRY (Irwin-Moore): I do not
think anyone will disagree with the motives
behind the mation, but T cannot help
feeling that it is overloaded. It is pro-
posed thai a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to inqnire into no fewer than five
different matters. A Seleet Committee may
sit only while the House is in session, and
the House is not likely to be in session very
much longer. Yef, within the short space of
time left to us, the Select Committee is to
inquire into the possibilities of land settle-
ment as a means of repatriation. This in
itself is a big job, almost worthy of the time
of one Select Committee exclusively., Then
the proposed Select Committee is to inguire
into the re-shaping of agricultural policy
s0 as fo offer prospeets of suceess to those
engaged in rural industry. The same re-
mark applies to that objective, and se on
right throngh the list. In other words, the
desirahbility of the motion is not in gues-
tion, hut the overloading of it is such that
it is not practicable to deal with it in the
time at our disposal. Therefore I move an
amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘into?’ in line 2

be struck out and the following words, ‘“ihe
desirahility of appointing a Minister for post-
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war reconstruction and all problema pertain-
ing thereto’’ imserted in liem.

If the motion had been submitted in that
form, no-on¢ would have had the slightest
objection to it. In fact it is our duty to
take action regarding post-war reconstrite-
tion. After three very dreary years of war,
we are beginning to see a break on the
horizon. Though the break has appeared, we
have to realise that the sky is by no means
clear. Another year or two years may pass
before those rlouds are dissipated. When
they have gone, we shall have our boys re-
turning to us in a state of abnormal, eeconomie
chaos created unfortunately by the decisions
of the Manpower Office, which has reeruited
people right and left and stranded industry
high and dry. So instead of elaborate and
overloaded motions of this sort we should
bave a simple motion, seeing that the time
is now so ripe for the creation of a depart-
ment controlled by a Minister to go into
the problem, irrespective of whether this
Parliament sits or nof, and deal with it on
a practical basis. I would hate to think of
the boys coming back to find nothing pre-
pared for them,

Perhaps it is necessary to eollect all
the information asked for by the
original motion. Nevertheless T should
feel sorry for the members of the Seleet
Committee, who would hecome mentally
deranged before the information was
half colleected. This is not a job for
a Select Committee. It is a job for a Min-
ister with a department, We have had a
lot of “blah” in {his Chamber about post-war
reconstruetion, but have never yet achieved
anything practical. Let us have a depart-
ment which will be responsible for collecting
the information, and let the officers of that
department deal with the business of creat-
ing the new order. When the new order
has been created, let them see that there is
no debt overshadowing the eommunity in any
reconstruction period. If the boys come
back to a country that is debt-ridden "and
interest-ridden, there will be not post-war
reconstruction but post-war revolution. It
will be the husiness of a whole-time depart-
ment to deal with the problem and solve it
once and for ever. For that reason I have
moved my amendment.

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
journed.
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MOTION—BETTING.
As te Closing S.P. Premises.

Debate resumed from the 16th September
on the following motion (as amended) by
Mrs. Cardell-Qliver:—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should take immediate action to close
all starting-price betting shops and other dwel-
lings, shops, or places where starting-price
betting is conducted, including Tattersall’s
Club, and all racccourses, proprietary and
otherwise.

MER. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [4.29]: 1 did
not intend to speak to this motion. I be-
lieved that the member for Swan would in-
vestigate the whole subject and give this
Chamber the result of his experience. In my
opinion the motion is altogether too drastie
to be emrried without discussion. It is a
matter of surprise to me that some member
on the Government beneh has not risen to
speak either for or against it. 'We all know
the wonderful benclit the Treasury has de-
rived from totalisator taxation. If the
motion as amended is carried, and if atten-
tion is paid to it, then by a motion carrvied
on private members’ day the industry of
horse-hreeding will simply be put out of
existence. Certainly if the “Sport of Kings”
is suppressed, it will be worth no-one’s while
to breed horses, either fast or slow. Raeing
will be utterly aholished. This Chamber 1s
expected to look after the intercsts of all
sections of the eommunity, and eertainly it
should not pass a motion like this without
discussion. A measure transmitted from an-
other place and sponsored here by the mem-
ber for West PPerth did not do away with
S.P. betting, but merely put the respon-
sibility on owners and oceupiers. T was
sarprised to learn, from the following day's
paper, that no member had secured the ad-
Journment of the debate so as to permit of
all the pros and cons of the matter heing
debated.

My views are known; my electors have
endorsed them. If we are to have betling,
the whole thing should be legalised hoth on
the racceonrse and off the racecourse. It is
Just ns illegal for me to go on the trotting-
ground and make a bet there as it is for me
to go into an S.P. shop and make a wager.
Is Parliament to stnltify  itself? This
Chamber comprises 50 memhers.  Will they
put their tongues in their cheeks and sey,
“We will allow this motion to pass without
discussion”? We know that as the resmlt
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of passing the motion racecourses are not
going to be closed, but that beiting will be
allowed 1o continue there. So it will con-
tinue throughout 8.P. shops all over West-
ern Australia, The earrying of tue motion
means the closing-down of racing and al
other sports, or it should do so; but e know
that it will have no effect of that kind. Why
do we not tackle the guestion in a manly
and demoerntic fashion? Why do we not
aceept responsibility for our netions and our
thonghts? If we bhelieve a thing to be
wrong, why do we not declare it to he wrong
and aet accordingly? 1 hold it wrong te
allow a motion of this deseription to be
passed.  The House should throw the motion
ouf.

I ackuowledge that there is some execuse
for the wember for Subiaco, who has con-
sistently introduced, year after year, the
same motion relating to S.1°. betting, But
when her motion is amended and extended to
apply to vacecourses, Tattersall's Club, and
all other places of the kind, it reduces legis-
lation to a faree. I would have voted against
the original wmotion of the hon, member
Just as I now propose to vote against this
motion as amended. T trust members will
have the eourage of their eonvictions, al-
though no-one appears anxious to discuss
this important problemm. The member for
Murchison says all the people of Western
Aunstralia ave embraced in this question. In
South Australia the whole business of bet-
ting was legalised. There have been bet-
ting inquiries all over the Commonwealth.
Today we endeavour to suppress betting by
not allowing quotations or nominations to
appear in the Press, and by forbidding tele-
grams and felephone messages that deal with
hetting. T know that the desire i1s to divert
the =avings of the peopie into another chan-
nel—a course which I have advoeated bheeause
T am eoncerned to win the war. However,
the abolition of betting will not do one iota
of good. It is useless to drive betting under-
aronnd, where it may find its way into other
channels that are much worse. Let us be
sincere! If I had not risen to speak this
afternoon—I did not intend to do so—the
rntion would have gone to the vote and we
wonld have stultified ourselves. Is it not
hetter to bave an honest opinion and express
it? If members arc sincere they will not
vote for the motion. If only one other mem-
her votes with me T shall nevertheless divide
the House. Tt would be a erying shame to
allow a motion of this description to pass.
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MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I wish
to say & few words on this subject. The
motion expresses the opinion of the House
that starting-price betting shall be ter-
minated,

Mr. J. 1. Smith: Not only starting-price
betting, but all betting.

Mr. McDONALD: Starting-price betfing
is all that the motion refers to. It is the
existing law that starting-price betting is
punishable.  Under the existing law it is
illegal, and this motion merely alfirms, in
effect, that the law shall be carried out. I
think the House has no option but to vote
for it. An opposing vote would be to the
effect that the law should not be carried
out. That, as the member for Nelson said,
would be stultifying curselves.

The Premier: Unless we brought down an
amendment of the law.

Mr. McDONALD: But in the meantime,
until the law is amended, it is the duiy of
ithe Government and of Parliament to see
that it is obeyed, Until the law is amended,
Parliament must acquiesce in any opinion
that the law should be enforeed. This motion
is merely that the 1aw shall be enforeed and
at present the law aims at penalising
starting-price betting. Therefore, I pro-
pose, as I must, to support the motion.

The Premier: The motion is unnecessary.
Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. .. .. 13
Noes .. .. .. 28

Majority against .. 10

AYEN,

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Patrick

Mr. Hill Mr. Sampson

Mr. Hughes Mr. Shearn

Mr. Keenan Mr, Thorn

Mr. McDopald Mr. Willmatt

Mr. McLarty Mr. Doney

Mr. Nerth {Xeller
NoESs

Mr. Berry Mr. Nulsen

Mr, Coverley Mr. Panton

Mr. Cross Mr. Seward

Mr. Fox Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat

My. W. Hegney Mr. Wharnper

Mr. Kelly Mr. Wihleock

Mr. Leahy Mr. Wise

Mr. Marshall Mr., Withers

Mr. Millinglon Mr. Wilson

Mr. Needbam (Telier.®

Question thus negatived.
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BILL—CRIMINAL CODE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Defeated.
Dehate resumed from the 16th September.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST [5.2]: The introduection of this
measure oceupied some considerable time,
but I have no intention of taking up the
time of members in replying to all that was
saidl in favour of the repeal of varions see-
tions of the Criminal Code. Most of the
arguments put forward were not sound. Out
of those statements we have been promised
an itnquiry. Of the sections we are asked
{0 repeal, one deals with bawdy houses and
unother with gaming-houses, but no sugges-
tion cither to amend the sections or to give
extra powers to the police was made. There-
fore, it seems to me to be quite unnecessary
to repeal the sections, which give the police
power to investigate and prosecute. The
repeal of the sections would, in my opinion,
do more harm than good. If they were re-
pealed, the way would be left open to any
member of fhe public who so desired to open
u gaming-house or a two-up school, or to
open a bawdy house, and he could do so
with impunity,

Mr, Hughes: Why shounld not everybody
have the same right?

The Premier: This is only sareasm. You
do not want the Bill passed.

Mr. Hughes: I would rather this Bill
beecame an Aet than allow existing condi-
tions to confinue.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: T do not ohject to the member for
East Perth holding his opinion, but I am
appealing to the commonsense of members
of this Chamber, other than the member for
East Perth. I am satisfied that the members
of this House realise exactly what I say—
that if these clavses are repealed it becomes
open for anybody to start a lottery,
bawdy-house, gaming-house, or any other
tvpe of house. I am not going to waste the
time of members frying to convince them
that the Criminal Code should remain as
at present. Another clause in the Bill seeks
to make a charge of adultery with women,
whose husbands are in the Forces, one of
rape. I am rather surprised to think that
the hon. member should submit such a pro-
posal with any idea of its being accepted.
Rape is an offenee committed without con-
sent. T am not convinced that a man who
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is enticed and commits aduitery, without
knowledge as to whether or not the woman
is married to a person serving with the
Forces, should be charged with rape. There
is no sound argument for such a procedure.
We have been told there are some gay young
Lochinvars who sweep younz married
women off their feet. I do not believe that
happens in many eases. If it does——

Mr. Sampson: Was Lochinvar a bad lad?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I am not going to support the con-
tention that a man should have a charge of
rape preferred against him if he happens
to make friends with some woman at a
dance, and has no idea whether she is mar-
ried or whether her husband is serving over-
sea. Further, I am satisfied that a woman
would not want to be associated with giv-
ing evidence on such a charge. Rape is an
offence for which there is a severc penalty.
A man can be imprisoned for seven years
Tor it, and to convert a charge of adultery
with a married woman whose husband is
serving oversen to one of rape would be
wrong. I hope the Bill will not he passed.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth—in reply): I
agree with the Minister that this is not
the best remedy for the problem we have
before uns, bat I think it would be much bet-
ter than the existing state of affairs, be-
cause it would place everybody on the same
footing. These narticular sections of the
Criminal Code make the keeping of certain
houses an offence. At present some people
are allowed to keep these houses without he-
ing prosecuted, while other people who
transgress these sections of the law are
prosecuted with the utmost rigour, and
wiped out. The sound way is to enforce the
law, whatever it is, and if the law 1= harsh
or obsolete, the proper procedure is for
Parliament to repeal or amend it to hring
it into conformity with current ideas. We
should not agree to a continuance of the
present system under whieh a small hranch
of the executive power, that is, the police
foree, is exercising over-riding powers and
saying, “It does not matter what Parliament
puts on the statute-book, we will enforee it
only if it suits us.” That is usurping the
functions of this Parliament.

Then there is a second departure which
is worse again, wherein that branch of the
executive enforces the law only against cer-
tain people and leaves other people immune.
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We have the deplorable spectacle of laws
providing severe penalties for certain of-
fences being rigidly enforced against some
people and not enforced against others, [
suggest that that is what we want to re-
medy. We should say either that the law
as it stands is going to apply to everybody,
or that it is going to be repealed. If it is
all right for certain people who are influen-
tial and wealthy to run common gaming-
houses, it shouid be all right for everybody.
It will not affect lotteries, because prohibi-
tions are contained in the Lotteries Control
Act. So far as the lotteries section is con-
cerned, it is redundant because of the subse-
quent passing of the Lotteries (Control} Aect,
I hope the House will decide against a con-
tinuanee of the present system, and that
rather than allow the present system to go
on, reinforced now by a declaration of this
House against the enforcement of the law,
for it is now quite clear that the police force
has reecived an instruetion this afternoon
frem this House not to enforce the law

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
not discuss an instruction to the police foree
under this Bill.

Mr, HUGHES: While I agree that this
is not a remedy, it will ereate a better posi-
tion than the one existing today because, if
we take these sections out of the Code, there
is nothing to stop us tomorrow from going
into the whole position and bringing down
fresh legislation. If these sections were
taken out, we wonld not abolish starting-
price betting; and I do not think we would
increase it, but I think we would abolish
things that are worse than starting-price
betting. The actual betting is not the
trouble, but the associated evils, such as the
destruction of the morale of the police foree,
the destruction of respect for the jndieiary,
and of respeet for the administration of the
law—concomitant evils that are really worse
than the root evil itself.

Question put and negatived.

Bill defeated.

MOTION—GRASSHOPPER
MENACE.

To Imquire by Select Commiftee,
Debate resamed from the 11th November
on the following motion by Mr. Berry:—
That a Seleet Committee be appointed to in-
quire inte and report upon—

(a) The incidence and spread of the grass-
hopper menace in this State.
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(b) Practical methods to be adopted for the
control and/or eradication of this
pest,

{¢) The rendering of financial compensation
by the Government to every farmer
suffering loss which can be aseribed
to the ravages and destruetion oe-
casioned by this pest.

(d) The need to ereate a speeial fund and
to appoint special scientific officers
wholly for research with a view to
discovering a parasite or parasites
inimical and destruetive to the grass-
hopper mow devastating ovr crops in
spreading areas of this State.

{e) Aud all other matters pertaining and
relevant to the foregoing,

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
[515]: 1 am very conseious that this is
privaie members’ day, and it was with re-
luctance that I asked the House to agree to
the adjournment of a former item. In this
cage, although it seems that private members
themselves are not anxious to go on with
their business, a few comments are war-
ranted, and the mover and seconder of the
motion are entitled to some remarks from
me on the subject. Before dealing with the
statements of the member for Trwin-Moore
and the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, 1
would like to say that there is sitting at the
present moment in Perth a committee of in-
quiry and investigation which I had set up
fo examine the many aspects, as well as
others, dealt with in this motion. My reasons
for so doing were that for many years I
have heen greatly concerned at the incidence
of the grasshopper pest—not about its spread
westwards into the agricultural areas or the
wetter agrienltural distriets, so much as
about the threat it constitutes to the suceess-
ful oceupation of the drier or outer areas
of the State.

For many years the member for Mt
Marshall has interested himself in the
methods of controlling this pest, and has
frequently conferred with officers of the de-
partment in the endeavour to find a better
solution to the problem, Much information
concerning this subject is in possession of
State and Commonwealth officers, and in
the hands of the C.8LR. and it is diffi-
enlt to impart it to the House or give ii to
the public unless one is concentrating on one
“or even half-a-dozen subjects instead of a
muititude of them.

(Mr. J. Hegney took the Chair))

Mr., Warner: There is a lot of information
on a file on the Table.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is s0. It containg the reports and in-
sistence of the Government Entomologist

on certain methods, which are recog-
nised as being the only proven me-
thods of control of this and similar

pests. To refer again to the committee now
investigating the matter, I invited two far-
mers from the affected distriets, one from
Nungarin and one from Koorda, to sit with
the officers of the appropriate departments
$0 as to inquire thoroughly into all matters,
including land settlement problems and even
land valuation aspeets and the responsi-
bilities of individvals and Governments, and
to make recommendations aceording to
what their inguiries disclosed. That body
is at present investigating the matter. Upon
that eommittee are two practical men in Mr.
Herbert of Nungarin and Mr. Aitken of
Koorda. They have been in that district for
many years and have themselves been serious-
Iy affected in different seasons from the
ravages of this pest.

Mr. Warner: One of them is chairman of
the road hoard,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes! In examining the statements made by
members when speaking to this motion, T
would like to elarify the contention of the
member for Trwin-Moore that the westward
movement of this pest indicates a threat
to the agricultural industries of the State,
as a whole, unless something is done and
done quickly. Tt has heen repeatedly stressed
that no progressive eneroachment westward
was to be feared, The natural habitat of
this particular type of grasshopper in
plague form in this State is in the light

rainfall areas of the wheatbelt, and
climatic circumstances as well as agri-
cultural practices in the wetter distrieis

would prevent the establishment of this
pest in the areas nearer the coast.
A series of outbreaks did occur in districts
much nearer to the coast in 1937. Pithara
and Moora were mentioned by the member
for Irwin-Moore, but there has been a de-
crease rather than an inerease in the im-
portance of the pest in those regions since
1937. That was a year particularly suitable
for the breeding of the grasshopper in the
areas nearer to the coast. It was implied
that there is a likelihood of the pest becom-
ing a menace to the whole of the State.
That is not so. Although there are pests
which appear in plague form even in the
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metropolitan area at times, they are not of
the variety constituting the menace in the
Mt. Marshall district, particularly.

It was contended by the member for
Irwin-Moore that this is a man-made pro-
blem. So it is, to the extent that the grass-
hopper has become a menace consequent
upon the extensive clearing that has taken
place in an endeavour to establish a farm-
ing community in areas as far east as
Bouthern Cross, and in districts where a
light rainfall and other circumstances en-
ctourage these pests. Because of that no
effort has been spared by the scientists to
evolve methods of practieal as well as bio-
logical econtrol. Some very good results
have been achieved by the methods adopted
in this State, such as ploughing up the egg
beds where the eggs have been deposited.
Unfortunately, in the dry areas where small
timber belts have been left, we find that
the grasshopper has extended its egg laying
into the hard ground where timber has died.
It is not merely an accepted fact but a well-
known one that any railway embankment,
or the sides of roads which cannot be culti-
vated, are attractive places for the grass-
hopper to deposit its eggs. Much of the
menace has developed because of the hard-
ened roadsides through hundreds of miles
of the ounter wheatbelt of this State. One
member mentioned the possibility of com-
‘pensation. He drew attention to the fact
that eompensation had been paid in conneec-
tion with an outbreak of swine fever. The
two matters are hardly comparable. It was
considered advisable to pav eompensation,
for example, to orchardists for loss from
such diseases as eodlin moth, black-spot and
others, which are incidental to the industry,
but purely periedical. They are not con-
stant in their incidence and not State-wide.
They belong, in epidemic form, to a par-
tienlar industry and may be guoarded
against.

We must remember this, that this par-
ticular tvpe of grasshopper in plague form
in this State has not been introduced; it be-
longs here. It is widespread throughout the
whole of Australia, and partieularly in the
desert regions is it very prevalent at all
times. This proposition is entirely different,
Al the same time I think I have mentioned
to the House on previous occasions that in
1935 eonsideration was given to legislation
for grasshopper control. The imposition of
a levy on all farm lands in the State was
proposed to build up a fund to permit not
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merely of all practical measures being taken
but also of the widest possible scope for
laboratory tests being made for the eradiea-
tion of the pest. Mention was made of the
desirability of biological control. There is
more in this than meets the eye. We wera
told that a world-wide search should be made
for some parasite or parasitical growth to
destroy the pest. Where in the past Aus-
tralia has been subject to biological control
by the use of parasites, in all cases whera
success has been achieved, the pest or
disease was of foreign origin and, to get
the parasite, investigation and scientific in-
quiry have to be made in the country of the
origin of the pest. There is no exception to
that rule. In cases of anything indigenous
to a country, where its incidence threatens
any industry, stock or person, it is necessary
to seek within that country parasitical eon-
trol by some natural predatory enemy of
the pest. That 1s so0 in this case.

It is interesting to note, although the
House has been advised of the faet by me
in previous discussions, that at least two
parasites have been loeated by our own en-
tomologist attached to the Department of
Agriculture, but unfortunately it has been
very diffieult to encourage the breeding of
the parasites in an artificial way in such
numbers as would threaten the grasshopper
in its natural habitat, 1t appears there is
a very active parasite in parts of the Mt
Marshall distriet north of Mukinbudin, A
vear or two ago 1 was with the entomologist
in a badly infssted region and saw the
parasite at work, and watched the effeet of
it in the cgg-pods of the grasshopper. Mem-
bers who have not seen the spots where
grasshoppers lay their eggs in millions do
not perhaps know what they look like.

Mr. Marshall: Are they anything like emn
eggs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not quite as big, and if cmus were pro-
lifie the problem would not be solved. On the
roadside one may see what appears to be the
covered end of a lead pencil. It looks like
a small tube, brownish in colour and having
a cap. Where wind erosion has occurred,
one can see where the grasshoppers have
thickly deposited their egps in these little
tubes, One may sergpe the top off and find
the eggs intact in the tube.

My, Marshall : Who makes the tubes?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The grasshoppers, and they lay their eggsin
the tube. That is the reason why pgrass-
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hoppers cannot be effective in plagne form
in sandy soil because, when they make the
tube, the sand falls in. So the grasshoppers
.gelect a hard spot. To the pest in the Mt.
Marshall distriet, the entomologists have
given considerable attention—not merely our
-own entomologists but those attached to the
‘C.S.LR. Mr. Andrewartha is at present
in this State. He is working with our own
‘scientists and at the University on parasitic
control and methods generally to combat
the pest.

In 1938 a special investigation was con-
.dueted by the C.S.L.R. into lahoratory con-
trol and, taking advantage of a visit of
-oversea Scientists, I agreed that our men
should attend and do their utmost to
acquaint themselves with the technique em-
ployed in other countries, and bring them-
selves up-to-date in any method that might
lead to the handling and restricting of the
operations of the pest in this State. That
was & very intensive study for our men.
Reporis have been made available to them
since and a continuous laboratory investiga-
tion has proeeeded in conjunction with the
C.8.ILR. One member mentioned that we
should get a world-wide picture of this prob-
lem. I assnre members and re-assove them
that there is no publication and no institute
in any affceted eountry in the world that is
not in constant torrvespondence with our
officers, if not dircetly, then through the
C.8.IR.

Regarding a more scientific approach to
the problem, which was referred to by the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, this subject
is receiving the constant attention of
specialists, not of men who are dealing with
entomological problems generally, but of
men who have made this particular pest a
life stndy, We have had the henefit of the
experience of one of the best men who was
so acknowledged by oversea as well as local
aunthorities, the late Mr. Newman, one of
the best men in this field that Australia has
ever had. I fully realise that the hon. mem-
ber can see in some places in the outer
wheatbelt conditions that are very disturb-
ing, not only o the easunal visitor but also
to the people living there. This gives rise
to the question whether the best or anything
approaching the best has been done. In
regard to ploughing contracts made by the
Agricnltural Bank, financed through the
Department of Agriculture, that matfer was
Jhanded over to the Bank for it, within its

Lxod

judgment, at its instigation and by its direc-
tion, to arrange for ploughing in as whole-
sale a way as possible to break up areas,
in summer or winter, where effective control
could be taken.

It is bardly necessary for me (o remind
members thai individual farmers have been
hard-pressed to secure labour for normal
needs and it has been almost, if not quite,
impossible for them to extend their opera-
tions either to assist neighbouring farmers
who are engaged on war service or to take
road board contracts, although encourage-
ment was given and although, as the tabled
reports show, there has been eontinuous in-
sistence by the Agricultural Bank fo en-
courage anybody or everybody who was
available to combat the pest. We know
exactly where the grasshoppers are laying
their eggs and we give all possible encourage-
ment to farmers in the neighbourhood to
prepare for destroying the pest before it
emerges and, if not then, after emergence,
while in the hopper stage and before it flies.
If we consider the experience of the mem-
ber for Greenough last year and two years
ago, it will be readily seen what organised
effort can do for the control of the pest.

At Carnamah and Mingenew a remark-
able effort was made. This year if one travels
between Perth and Mullewa, one sees no
grasshoppers in plague form until one
reaches Mullewa. North of Mullewa the
grasshopper is found seriously affecting all
crops. But where there has been organised
effort on the part of farmers, with road
boards and Gevernment departments eco-
operating, the beneficial effect is strongly
marked. It is not idle to say that two or
three years ago the grasshopper threatened
the farmer’s very existence. Now, what
has happened in regard to poisoning after
the emergence of the grasshopper? Every
year, at three different periods, the ento-
mologist visits each road board where in-
festation is known to exist; and he advises
road boards and invites farmers to make
application for means to cope with the pest,
inelnding free poison. In the last six years
not one request of the kind has heen re-
fused. We do know that when we granted
allowances for free petrol and free mizing,
we were taken down in some instances:; but
I made it elear that nothing was refused if
farmers were willing to co-operate towards
combating the pest. -I admit that notwith-
standing the change which has been so well
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described by members, the destructive effect;
of the pest is well in evidence.

While the grasshoppers are not so bad
as they were in 1937, there is considerable
room for improvement of the position. I
desire to explain to members that as the
motion is framed, and in view of the com-
mittee sitting at this moment, I hope to be
in a position not merely to declare what the
future of that eountry is to be, but what is
best in the interests of those who elect to
remain and in the interests of the whole
State, with regard to whether there should
be a policy of abandonment or a policy of
defeating the pest, if such defeat is possible
under the climatic conditions obtaining. I
dv not wish to treat the motion as something
that should be regarded as hostile. I have
every feeling of sincere respect for the
manner in which the mover and his seconder
approached the subject; but I would like to
point out also that if they insist on the
appointment of a Seleet Committee, it ean
merely result in an investigation along the
lines of established training and inguiry
from officials, obtaining the same answers
as I have given here. Although such a com-
mittee might obtain expressions of opinion
from people who have been severely dealt
with by the pest, it eannot get any further
than, and perbhaps not as far as, those who
are concentrating their efforis in an official
as well as in a public way at the present
time.

Question put and negatived.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

MOTION—TRATFTIC,
As to St. George's-terrace Bus Stand.

Debate resnmed from the 11th November
on the following motion by Mr. Marshall :—

That in the opinion of this House, all bus
gervices operating from the City of Perth in
an easterly direction, the city terminus being
the south side of St. George’s-terrace from
Barrack-street eastward to Government House,
should have their terminal changed to the
north side of the Terrace exacily opposite the
present terminus,

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.40]: I am not
really worried as to whether the motion is
earried or not.

Mr. Thorn: It would not make any differ-
ence if you were!

Mr. CROSS: I know it would not make
much difference to the hon. member inter-
Jjecting,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thorn: I do not claim that it would.

Mr. CROSS: When recently a somewhat
similar motion was moved by the member
for Middle Swan, it secmed to be thought
that I merely—

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing something
that oceurred on another question.

Mr. CROSS: I know that, Sir. In point
of fact, sinee the buses were moved from the
north side to the south side of the Terrace,
there have been many changes. Not nearly
the same volume of traffic comes along the
Terrace now. I noticed that the City Council
made eomplaints because of the Govern-
ment’s intention to put the new bus service
on the north side. If there is a real show-
down, the City Couneil, although claiming
to inherit some power from the days when
“Doggy” While was its inspector, will find
that the claim will not prevail. Further,
there were no buses to fix stands for at that
time. I repeat, if there were a showdown, it
would be made plain that the City Couneil
has no power to deal with the Government
at all. As to the claim that the half-right
turn into the north side of Barrack-street
is dangerous, members should ask them-
selves whether it is more dangerous to take
a half right-hand turn at Barrack-street,
where all the traffic slows down to five or
six miles per hour, or to go through the
double line of traffic at the Causeway, as
is the case when using the Barrack-street to
Riverside-drive route.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is a verv specious
argument.

Mz, CROSS: T come along that road every
day, and sometimes more than onee in a day,
and on numerous occasions I have seen bad
collisions only narrowly averted, because of
buses coming out of Riverside-drive on to
the Causeway and travelling at the rate of
about 30 miles an hour while passing through
the two lines of traffic. I ventnre the
opinion that unless action is taken to force
the buses to eome out of the Causeway at
a slower rate, a bad smash is bound to occur.

Mr. Marshall: Do not forget the trams
coming towards the buses on the wrong side
too!

Mr. CROSS: I know all about that, If
I had my way, there would be no trnms
running there at all, but trolley buses would
be running. Trams are utterly out of date.
The position is that if the Government ran
their service from the other side, the south
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side service wonld be put so far back along
the Terrace that intending passengers would
preity well want another bus serviee to take
them down to the stand of the south side
service. When people get near to the rest
of the bus lines, they do not encroach on
Government House, They are not permitted
10 stand outside Government House at all.
So they would be forced down to Victoria-
avenue., That is the position.

I believe the time is definitely approach-
ing when private bus lines, if they continue,
will have to do as such lines do in the main
<ities of the world—pget their own bus
stations, and not on the streets but on pri-
vately-owned land. I venture the opinion
that after the war, with the increase of
trafic—assuming we continue to erowd bus
lines alongside the footpaths—there will be
no room for any other vehicles to park at
all, That will be a difficult problem, par-
ticularly in the narrow streets of Perth. I
do not think it would maiter much at the
present iime if another line of buses was
shifted from the south side to the north
side of the Terrace, and then some of the
buses could be allowed to go by one route
and some by another. The traffic down the
Terrace is not now more than abont
one-sixth of what is was before the war.
Actually, the real danger is at the junetion
of the Causeway, where—as I mentioned a
moment or two ago—the buses come out
from Riverside-drive and must eross two
lines of traffic to get on to their correct
side of the road. It should be made com-
pulsory for those buses to proceed at a pace
of not more than ten miles per hour when
coming out of Riverside-drive.

Mr. J. Hegney: No accidents
oceurred there in seven years.

Mr. CROSS: I nearly had an accident
there.  There bave been plenty of near
misses. As I said, I shall not be surprised
if a big smash oeccurs there.

Mr. J. Hegney: You are a near misg at
any time.

Mr. CROSS: I have not heard the hon.
member quoted as an authority anywhere on
anything, so his opinion does not count.

Mr, J. Hegney: You are an aunthority on
everything !

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Canning will address the Chair.

Mr. CROSS: Whether the motion is car-
ried or not in my opinion does not matter,
The best way out of the difficalty, as I

have
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suggested, is to allow some traffic to run
on the north side and some on the south
side.  That would enable passengers to
alight nearer to Barrack-street than they
would if all the buses pulled up on one side.
If they all pull up on the south side, then
some passengers have to alight as far away
as Victoria-avenue,  Another line or two
could be brought to the north side in order
to convenience the passengers. I am not
worried whether the motion is carried. Ineci-
dentally, I think I shall oppose it.

On motion by Mr. McDonald, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at §.48 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2,15
p-m., aid read prayers.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Chief Secretavy
read a first time.

and

BILL--MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Assembly,

BILI—LOCAL AUTHORITIES (RE-
S8ERVE FUNDS).

Report of Commitiee adopted.

MOTION—COMMONWEALTH AND
STATE RELATIONSHIPS.
As to Referendum Proposals.
Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hen. A. Thom-
son t~—

1, That this House strenuously oppeses the
altaratmn of the Federal Constitution as pro-



